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2003 a year to remember for baseball fans
By BEN WALKER
AP Baseball Writer

Ivan Rodriguez kissed
home plate, team owner
Jeffrey Loria ran around the
bases and several Florida
Marlins rubbed Babe Ruth’s
bronze head at Monument
Park.

Drenched in champagne,
Jack McKeon lit up a victory
cigar. So what if Yankee
Stadium was a no-smoking
building? No one was going to
spoil his fun on this night.

At 72, the oldest manager to
make it to the World Series
had finally gotten his chance.

‘‘You’ll believe me now that
anything can happen,’’
McKeon said.

Baseball had it all in 2003:
the most thrilling October in
recent memory, record-setting

pitching performances and a
slew of big hits, including a
swing that toppled an Italian
sausage. Plus, Detroit’s lost
season, the A-Rod trade saga
and the brewing steroids story.

Oh, this year also had Steve
Bartman.

Wearing his Cubs cap, he
was among thousands of fans
at Wrigley Field cheering like
crazy as Chicago tried to
clinch the NL championship
series. Suddenly, a foul ball
came his way and wrecked his
life.

‘‘I am so terribly sorry,’’ the
youth coach said, his house
under police guard.

The Boston Red Sox know
something about bad luck and
curses, too.

Just like the Cubs, they were
five outs away from the World
Series with a three-run lead.

But Pedro Martinez fell apart,
Grady Little refused to pull his
ace, and Derek Jeter began a
comeback capped by Aaron
Boone’s 11th-inning homer in
Game 7.

‘‘Like Derek told me, ’The
ghosts will show up eventual-
ly,’’’ Boone said.

From fights featuring Mike
Piazza and Vladimir Guerrero
in spring training up until
Series MVP Josh Beckett
tagged Jorge Posada for the
final out, there was a full plate
of action.

OK, maybe the plate wasn’t
quite as full as Curt Schilling
wanted. Upset by the comput-
er system used to track how
umpires call the strike zone, he
clubbed a Questec camera at
Bank One Ballpark. A real
umpire also got attacked when
a fan ran onto the field and

tried to tackle Laz Diaz.
Still, there was no argu-

ment: There was plenty to
watch.

Roger Clemens reached
career milestones of 300 wins
and 4,000 strikeouts in the
same game. Sammy Sosa hit
his 500th home run — pre-
sumably without the same
kind of corked bat that got
him suspended — and Rafael
Palmeiro also made it to the
mark.

Barry Bonds won his sixth
MVP award and moved within
98 home runs of breaking
Hank Aaron’s all-time record.
Six Houston pitchers com-
bined on a no-hitter and
Kevin Millwood threw one all
by himself.

Eric Gagne put on a 55-for-
55 performance in save
chances.

Racing for the Olympics

By ALEX PELLEGRINO
alexp@statesboroherald.net

The majority of people prob-
ably see the Olympics as an
event that happens every four
years.

But for athletes training to
get to the Olympics, like
Georgia Southern head cross
country coach Turena Johnson
Lane, preparing for the
Olympics is a commitment they
make everyday.

Lane, Statesboro’s own
Olympic hopeful, dedicates
hours of her time each day
toward making sure her body is
prepared for the United States
Olympic Marathon Trials held
April 3, 2004 in St. Louis.

Lane earned an opportunity
to compete for a spot in the
Olympics after qualifying for
the trials at the Twin Cities
Marathon Oct. 5 in Minnesota.

Her next challenge will be
finishing in the top three of 123
runners at the trials, which will
feature some of the fastest
women in the country. The top
three finishers will be eligible
for the 2004 Summer Olympics
in Athens, Greece.

Simply finding the time
Finding time to train for the

Olympics is a task in and off
itself, seeing as Lane works 10-
12 hours per day as the GSU
head cross country coach and
assistant track coach, which
requires traveling usually two
weekends each month during
the spring.

Lane also spends time work-

ing in the student union at the
Leadership Development office.

On top of her roles at GSU,
Lane spends two or more hours
a day training.

“It is difficult to work, just
having a daily schedule, and
finding time to train,” said Lane.

“The most difficult part is
putting myself first. I want the
students and student athletes to
have a great experience at
Georgia Southern. It’s tough to
make myself a priority given
everything else I want to do for
other people.”

Despite the demands on her
time, Lane makes time to pre-
pare herself for the trials.

Although she isn’t currently
running because of a knee
injury, Lane still spends hours a
day making sure her body is in
peek physical condition.

Lane is rehabilitating her
knee with cross training, which
include activities that don’t
involve impact, such as riding a
bike and jogging in the pool.
She cross trains for an hour
each morning and again in the
afternoon for 30-45 minutes.

Full training mode
By January, Lane hopes to be

in full training mode and run-
ning 75-90 miles per week.

Full training mode means
waking up each morning
around 6 a.m. and starting the
day with a six to eight mile run.
She prefers to have her hardest
workout in the morning.

“It’s a mental thing,” said
Lane, who is coached by her
husband Todd, the head track

coach at GSU. “I like to get up
and conquer my biggest physi-
cal challenge of the day.”

Four or five days a week Lane
also runs anywhere from four to
six miles in the afternoons. On
Sundays, because she has the
extra time from not working,
Lane usually runs anywhere
from 15-22 miles.

She prefers running outside,
as opposed to a treadmill.

“I like to feel like I am going

somewhere,” said Lane. “It is an
intrinsic accomplishment for
me to start somewhere and end
up somewhere else.”

The support of a
husband . . . and coach

Todd helps Turena draw up
workouts based on his experi-
ence as a coach, magazine arti-
cles, websites and advice from
other runners.

“He does a great job coach-
ing me,” said Turena. “For us it’s
very much a team effort. He is
knowledgeable and has the
insight into what I need to do as
a runner to help me get better.”

Aside from his roles as a
coach,Todd is also there to sup-
port Turena through her train-
ing.

“Sometimes its easier to help
her through the emotional ups
and downs of training being her

husband,” said Todd.

More than just running
For Turena Johnson Lane,

the training doesn’t end with
the hours a day she spends run-
ning.

There are also plenty of ice
baths, massages, stretching,
weight lifting and sit-ups that
go into developing an Olympic-

Local Olympic hopeful
training for Olympics

MICHELLE BOAEN/staff

Turena Johnson Lane stretches before she begins running. Lane is training in the hopes of being one of the top three finishers in the
Olympic trials for the marathon.

See OLYMPICS, Page 3B

From the Garner house to yours, Merry Christmas to all
ORLANDO, Fla. —  At the

time of this writing, it’s two
days before Christmas, and I’m
in Sunny Florida, where the
temperatures drop down to a
brisk 45 degrees at night and
short sleeves are still in order.

My dog, a pure menace to
society, has yet to destroy my
mother’s immaculately deco-
rated Christmas tree. That is
only because she hasn’t been
allowed inside the house for
more than about the 30 sec-
onds or so it takes to chase her
out when she sneaks in.

Part beagle, part lab and
part bazooka, the dog has a
nearly unparalleled capacity
for destruction. She also has a
piercing bark, which she has
been unleashing regularly over

the last 24 hours. I’m waiting
for the neighbors to start com-
plaining, but so far, it’s all
clear.

Anyone interested in adopt-
ing a half-lab/half-beagle, pos-
sibly for the purposes of light
deforestation or use as a keen
watchdog, please contact the
sports department.

In addition to my father,
mother, brother and myself,
the Orlando house is also cur-
rently playing host to my two
grandmothers.

Grandmother A is vacuum-
ing. Not just now, as I write
this, but perpetually.
No speck of dust that hits the
floor in this house is safe from
immediate eradication.

Slow moving pets and peo-

ple who lay too still on the
couch are also subject too a
quick what-for from one of the
array of attachments available
on my mothers’ vacuum.

Mr. Oreck never intended
his vacuums to be so thor-
oughly tested. I’m thinking of
taking this particular model
(which, even as I write this is
running behind me - does no
one respect an artist at
work!?!) and sticking it where
Mr. Oreck’s sun done shine.

Grandmother B, while

sedentary, is a story all her
own.

Any one with self-esteem
issues should not enter the
room, because apparently
Granny B’s “internal mono-
logue” no longer functions
properly.

She could make the cur-
mudgeon from “American
Idol” cry.

Yes, I know I’m fat, but it’s
the holidays, so I’m having the
pound cake, dadgumit.

Mom, on the other hand, is
a Saint. She pretends to like my
dog (but I’ve 
seen the way she looks at the
beast, and I know that  a
“Christmas muzzle” might
find its way under the tree).
She doesn’t care that I’m a lit-

tle round 
in the middle - heck, she
offered the pound cake to
begin with.

Mom bought margarita mix
and tequila this morning at the
grocery store.
This is a thinly-veiled coping
mechanism. Her car had a flat
tire this morning and I suspect
she slashed the tire so she
could leave the house and take
the
car to the garage.

Dad, too, is most excellent.
I’ll be accompanying him
today to pick up his new pros-
thetic leg.

I’ve been warned not to cut
up or ask the doctor if he can
give me an extra arm or
attempt any other forms of

amputee humor.
What passes for a joke at the

house isn’t always fit for public
consumption - that’s a lesson
Garners learn early.

By the time most of you are
reading this, snug at home
with your own loved ones (or
perhaps YOU are the out-of-
towner in for the holidays), I’ll
be
back in the Boro, working on
Friday’s edition of the
Statesboro Herald sports sec-
tion.

My fun with family will be
over for the season.

Yours is still in full bloom.
Merry Christmas, sucker.

Scott Garner can be reached
at (912) 489-9408

Scott
Garner

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jack McKeon and the Florida Marlins took home the World Series
in 2003.

dgleason
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caliber athlete.
Five days a week, Lane spends

15-20 minutes in a 45-degree ice
bath after workouts to help flush
the lactic acid out of her system to
prevent soreness.

The massages Lane aims to get
once every two weeks are far from
the relaxing massages most people
think of in a spa.

“They are usually pretty
painful,” said Lane. “The muscles
are so tight and tense from run-
ning so many miles that it really
hurts.”

Lane also strengthens her body
by doing 300-500 sit-ups per day
and lifting weights twice a week for
half an hour. She emphasizes ton-
ing her body by using minimal
weight and doing numerous repe-
titions.

Staying hydrated and making
sure she gets eight to nine hours of
sleep each night are two addition-
al ways Lane focuses on staying
healthy.

Diet, as with any athlete, is
another important aspect of
Lane’s training.

“I don’t believe in fad diets,”
said Lane. “I focus on nutritional
benefits and getting the right bal-
ance of protein, carbohydrates and
fat.”

Although she doesn’t indulge in
chocolate or sodas, Lane doesn’t
believe in totally cutting out
sweets.

“You need treats, but it’s a mat-
ter of doing it in moderation and
making sure you are getting every-
thing you need nutritionally first,”
said Lane.
Equipment, expenses and

support from GSU
Aside from the dedication and

commitment, training for the
Olympics can be quite an expen-
sive endeavor.

With sponsorships hard to
come by, Lane also has to deal with

the financial burden of travel
expenses, hotel accommodations,
meals and equipment needed for
her quest.

With running shoes lasting 300
miles per pair and Lane running
nearly 100 miles per week, she
usually has to buy new shoes every
three weeks, which can be quite
costly. “I need to keep my shoes in
good shape, because the body is
the most important asset, and
(shoes) help keep my legs healthy,”
said Lane.

GSU Public Health professor
Dr. Helen Graf knew of the
expenses Lane would have and
that Lane would be reluctant to
ask for help, so Dr. Graf, along
with the GSU Exercise Science and
Health Science Majors’ Club
decided to organize a fund raiser
for Lane.

The groups hosted a raffle and
raised over $1,000 to help support
Lane’s training efforts. They pre-
sented Lane with a check at the
Jingle Bell Reindeer Run Dec. 4 in
downtown Statesboro.

“When they presented me with
the check, I was overwhelmed by
the amount and the support,” said
Lane. “The part that means the
most to me is that so many people
have helped, shown their support
and understand what I’m doing
and all the effort that goes into the
Olympic trials.”

‘As ambassador for
Statesboro’

Lane will continue her training
through Thursday, April 1 when
she leaves for St. Louis.

Although she is training for a
shot at the Olympics, Lane is treat-
ing it as if she were preparing any
normal marathon.

“My focus isn’t any different
than going into any other race.
The focus, dedication and com-
mitment isn’t any different,” said
Lane.

Lane will be on many people’s
minds as head to the trials, includ-
ing members of the Statesboro
Pacers, a local running group she
belongs to.

“I don’t think Statesboro real-
izes what a privilege it is for us to
have someone here who is training
to qualify for the Olympics,” said
Debbie Gleason, coordinator for
the Statesboro Pacers.

“To qualify for the Olympics is
so phenomenal in and of itself. It
requires the utmost discipline,
inner strength and superior physi-
cal ability. Turena possesses all of
that along with being a wonderful
ambassador for Statesboro.”

Et Cetera
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AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
y-New England 13 2 0 .867 317 238
Miami 9 6 0 .600 288 240
Buffalo 6 9 0 .400 243 248
N.Y. Jets 6 9 0 .400 262 276
South

W L T Pct PF PA
x-Indianapolis 11 4 0 .733 427 319
x-Tennessee 11 4 0 .733 402 311
Jacksonville 5 10 0 .333 262 310
Houston 5 10 0 .333 238 360
North

W L T Pct PF PA
Baltimore 9 6 0 .600 378 271
Cincinnati 8 7 0 .533 332 362
Pittsburgh 6 9 0 .400 290 314
Cleveland 4 11 0 .267 232 308
West

W L T Pct PF PA
y-Kansas City 12 3 0 .800 453 329
x-Denver 10 5 0 .667 378 270
Oakland 4 11 0 .267 256 358
San Diego 3 12 0 .200 292 427
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Philadelphia 11 4 0 .733 343 280
x-Dallas 10 5 0 .667 282 247
Washington 5 10 0 .333 280 341
N.Y. Giants 4 11 0 .267 219 350
South

W L T Pct PF PA
y-Carolina 10 5 0 .667 288 280
New Orleans 7 8 0 .467 327 319
Tampa Bay 7 8 0 .467 288 231
Atlanta 4 11 0 .267 278 408
North

W L T Pct PF PA
Green Bay 9 6 0 .600 411 304
Minnesota 9 6 0 .600 399 335
Chicago 7 8 0 .467 280 315
Detroit 4 11 0 .267 240 359
West

W L T Pct PF PA
y-St. Louis 12 3 0 .800 427 298
Seattle 9 6 0 .600 380 310
San Francisco 7 8 0 .467 367 313
Arizona 3 12 0 .200 207 435

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division

———
Saturday’s Games

Atlanta 30, Tampa Bay 28
Minnesota 45, Kansas City 20
New England 21, N.Y. Jets 16

Sunday’s Games
Miami 20, Buffalo 3
Dallas 19, N.Y. Giants 3
Carolina 20, Detroit 14
Chicago 27, Washington 24
Tennessee 27, Houston 24
St. Louis 27, Cincinnati 10
Baltimore 35, Cleveland 0
Jacksonville 20, New Orleans 19
Pittsburgh 40, San Diego 24
Seattle 28, Arizona 10
San Francisco 31, Philadelphia 28, OT
Denver 31, Indianapolis 17

Monday’s Game
Green Bay 41, Oakland 7

Saturday, Dec. 27
Buffalo at New England, 1:30 p.m.
Seattle at San Francisco, 5 p.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 8:30 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 28
St. Louis at Detroit, 1 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Miami, 1 p.m.
Chicago at Kansas City, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Houston, 1 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Dallas at New Orleans, 1 p.m.
Cleveland at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Carolina at N.Y. Giants, 4:05 p.m.
Minnesota at Arizona, 4:05 p.m.
Denver at Green Bay, 4:15 p.m.
Oakland at San Diego, 4:15 p.m.

Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 8:30 p.m.

TOTAL YARDAGE
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
OFFENSE

Yards Rush Pass
Kansas City 5628 1842 3786
Indianapolis 5456 1488 3968
Denver 5382 2515 2867
Tennessee 5157 1511 3646
Cincinnati 5058 1872 3186
Jacksonville 5038 1916 3122
San Diego 4830 1883 2947
New England 4718 1476 3242
New YorkJets 4666 1541 3125
Baltimore 4650 2546 2104
Pittsburgh 4578 1432 3146
Oakland 4432 1681 2751
Miami 4212 1736 2476
Cleveland 4125 1406 2719

Houston 4102 1552 2550
Buffalo 4092 1582 2510
DEFENSE

Yards Rush Pass
Buffalo 3992 1475 2517
Denver 4067 1343 2724
Baltimore 4127 1480 2647
Jacksonville 4313 1240 3073
New England 4410 1352 3058
Miami 4502 1358 3144
Pittsburgh 4504 1613 2891
Indianapolis 4585 1881 2704
Tennessee 4627 1206 3421
Cleveland 4688 1998 2690
New YorkJets 4922 2213 2709
Cincinnati 5241 1954 3287
San Diego 5452 2077 3375
Kansas City 5466 2260 3206
Oakland 5567 2247 3320
Houston 5664 2163 3501
NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

OFFENSE
Yards Rush Pass

Minnesota 5952 2193 3759
Green Bay 5432 2296 3136
San Francisco 5397 2223 3174
St. Louis 5263 1455 3808
Seattle 5233 1920 3313
Tampa Bay 5179 1559 3620
New Orleans 5147 1942 3205
Carolina 4890 1981 2909
Dallas 4809 1914 2895
New YorkGiants 4767 1483 3284
Philadelphia 4703 1932 2771
Washington 4399 1574 2825
Arizona 4271 1467 2804
Chicago 4139 1679 2460
Atlanta 4013 1783 2230
Detroit 3920 1226 2694
DEFENSE

Yards Rush Pass
Dallas 3765 1367 2398
Tampa Bay 4122 1644 2478
San Francisco 4534 1601 2933
Carolina 4550 1646 2904
Chicago 4665 1778 2887
St. Louis 4710 1868 2842
New Orleans 4882 2156 2726
Green Bay 4885 1587 3298
Seattle 4949 1700 3249
Philadelphia 5047 1995 3052
New YorkGiants 5069 1798 3271
Washington 5080 2134 2946
Minnesota 5137 1815 3322
Arizona 5162 1765 3397
Detroit 5166 1741 3425
Atlanta 5788 2151 3637

———
AVERAGE PER GAME
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
OFFENSE

Yards Rush Pass
Kansas City 375.2 122.8 252.4
Indianapolis 363.7 99.2 264.5
Denver 358.8 167.7 191.1
Tennessee 343.8 100.7 243.1
Cincinnati 337.2 124.8 212.4
Jacksonville 335.9 127.7 208.1
San Diego 322.0 125.5 196.5
New England 314.5 98.4 216.1
New YorkJets 311.1 102.7 208.3
Baltimore 310.0 169.7 140.3
Pittsburgh 305.2 95.5 209.7
Oakland 295.5 112.1 183.4
Miami 280.8 115.7 165.1
Cleveland 275.0 93.7 181.3
Houston 273.5 103.5 170.0
Buffalo 272.8 105.5 167.3
DEFENSE

Yards Rush Pass
Buffalo 266.1 98.3 167.8
Denver 271.1 89.5 181.6
Baltimore 275.1 98.7 176.5
Jacksonville 287.5 82.7 204.9
New England 294.0 90.1 203.9
Miami 300.1 90.5 209.6
Pittsburgh 300.3 107.5 192.7
Indianapolis 305.7 125.4 180.3
Tennessee 308.5 80.4 228.1
Cleveland 312.5 133.2 179.3
New YorkJets 328.1 147.5 180.6
Cincinnati 349.4 130.3 219.1
San Diego 363.5 138.5 225.0
Kansas City 364.4 150.7 213.7
Oakland 371.1 149.8 221.3
Houston 377.6 144.2 233.4
NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

OFFENSE
Yards Rush Pass

Minnesota 396.8 146.2 250.6
Green Bay 362.1 153.1 209.1
San Francisco 359.8 148.2 211.6
St. Louis 350.9 97.0 253.9
Seattle 348.9 128.0 220.9
Tampa Bay 345.3 103.9 241.3
New Orleans 343.1 129.5 213.7
Carolina 326.0 132.1 193.9
Dallas 320.6 127.6 193.0
New YorkGiants 317.8 98.9 218.9
Philadelphia 313.5 128.8 184.7
Washington 293.3 104.9 188.3
Arizona 284.7 97.8 186.9
Chicago 275.9 111.9 164.0
Atlanta 267.5 118.9 148.7
Detroit 261.3 81.7 179.6
DEFENSE

Yards Rush Pass
Dallas 251.0 91.1 159.9
Tampa Bay 274.8 109.6 165.2
San Francisco 302.3 106.7 195.5
Carolina 303.3 109.7 193.6
Chicago 311.0 118.5 192.5
St. Louis 314.0 124.5 189.5
New Orleans 325.5 143.7 181.7
Green Bay 325.7 105.8 219.9
Seattle 329.9 113.3 216.6
Philadelphia 336.5 133.0 203.5
New YorkGiants 337.9 119.9 218.1
Washington 338.7 142.3 196.4
Minnesota 342.5 121.0 221.5
Arizona 344.1 117.7 226.5
Detroit 344.4 116.1 228.3
Atlanta 385.9 143.4 242.5

Quarterbacks
Att Com Yds TD Int

Culpepper, Min. 426 277 3282 24 10
Favre, G.B. 450 296 3245 31 20
Brooks, N.O. 486 291 3303 23 8
Hasselbeck, Sea. 476 289 3526 24 13
B. Johnson,T.B. 547 341 3715 26 18
Bulger, St.L 501 318 3675 21 21
Delhomme, Car. 419 250 3028 17 15
Garcia, S.F. 354 203 2456 16 12
McNabb, Phi. 446 252 2974 13 11
Ramsey, Was. 337 179 2166 14 9

———
Rushers

Att Yds Avg LG TD
Green, G.B. 335 1665 5.0 65t 13
McAllister, N.O. 330 1592 4.8 76t 8
Davis, Car. 307 1387 4.5 40 8
Alexander, Sea. 305 1351 4.4 55 13
Barber, NY-G 269 1176 4.4 27 2
Barlow, S.F. 187 984 5.3 78t 6
Thomas, Chi. 228 963 4.2 67t 6
Hambrick, Dal. 264 946 3.6 42 5
Shipp, Ariz 219 813 3.7 36 0
Faulk, St.L 197 783 4.0 52 9

———
Receivers

No Yds Avg LG TD
Holt, St.L 112 1642 14.7 48 12
Moss, Min. 106 1576 14.9 72 16
Boldin, Ariz 96 1350 14.1 71t 8
S. Smith,Car. 86 1094 12.7 67t 7
McCardell, T.B. 83 1171 14.1 76t 8
Owens, S.F. 80 1102 13.8 75t 9
Horn, N.O. 78 973 12.5 50t 10
Coles, Was. 76 1117 14.7 64 6
Pittman, T.B. 71 562 7.9 68t 2
Bruce, St.L 69 981 14.2 41 5

———
Punters

No Yds LG Avg
Sauerbrun, Car. 72 3240 64 45.0
Berger, N.O. 63 2768 59 43.9
Tupa, T.B. 78 3402 60 43.6
Player, Ariz 76 3262 64 42.9
Landeta, St.L 55 2338 57 42.5
Bidwell, G.B. 64 2672 60 41.8
Rouen, Sea. 62 2584 61 41.7
Maynard, Chi. 74 3052 53 41.2
D. Johnson,Phi. 76 3093 60 40.7
Feagles, NY-G 85 3453 59 40.6

———
Punt Returners

No Yds Avg LG TD
Westbrook, Phi. 20 306 15.3 84t 2
Rossum, Atl. 39 545 14.0 72 1
Swinton, Dal.-G.B.-Det. 20 264 13.2 89t
1
McQuarters, Chi. 35 450 12.9 60t 1
Engram, Sea. 28 294 10.5 83t 1
S. Smith,Car. 41 389 9.5 52 0
M. Lewis,N.O. 27 252 9.3 27 0
Chatman, G.B. 30 235 7.8 33 0
Howry, Min. 31 233 7.5 52 0
Groce, St.L 19 135 7.1 19 0

———
Kickoff Returners

No Yds Avg LG TD
Azumah, Chi. 35 1023 29.2 89t 2
Thrash, Phi. 32 775 24.2 54 0
Swinton, Dal.-G.B.-Det. 42 1008 24.0 96t
1
M. Lewis,N.O. 43 1014 23.6 53 0
Morton, Was. 40 943 23.6 94t 1
Wilson, S.F. 32 752 23.5 95t 1
Smart, Car. 37 860 23.2 100t 1
Scobey, Ariz 69 1598 23.2 100t 1
Harris, St.L 45 1031 22.9 42 0
Chatman, G.B. 36 804 22.3 46 0

———
Scoring
Touchdowns

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts
Green, G.B. 18 13 5 0 108
Moss, Min. 16 0 16 0 96
Alexander, Sea. 15 13 2 0 90
Westbrook, Phi. 13 7 4 2 78
Holt, St.L 12 0 12 0 72
Duckett, Atl. 10 10 0 0 60
Faulk, St.L 10 9 1 0 60

Horn, N.O. 10 0 10 0 60
Jackson, Sea. 9 0 9 0 54
McCardell, T.B. 9 0 8 1 54
Owens, S.F. 9 0 9 0 54
J. Walker,G.B. 9 0 9 0 54

———
Kicking

PAT FG LG Pts
Wilkins, St.L 44-44 37-40 53 155
Longwell, G.B. 47-47 22-24 50 113
Kasay, Car. 25-26 29-35 53 112
J. Brown,Sea. 45-45 21-28 58 108
Akers, Phi. 38-38 23-28 57 107
Edinger, Chi. 27-27 25-34 54 102
Hall, Was. 25-26 25-32 54 100
Cundiff, Dal. 29-30 23-29 52 98
Elling, Min. 46-46 17-23 51 97
Carney, N.O. 35-36 20-28 50 95
Quarterbacks

Att Com Yds TD Int
McNair, Ten. 400 250 3215 24 7
Manning, Ind. 528 353 4047 28 9
Green, K.C. 496 311 3877 23 11
Plummer, Den. 302 189 2182 15 7
Kitna, Cin. 485 301 3416 26 14
Brady, N.E. 495 296 3416 19 12
Pennington, NY-J 269 167 1918 12 12
Maddox, Pit. 492 284 3306 18 14
Bledsoe, Buf. 442 262 2777 11 11
Holcomb, Cle. 302 193 1797 10 12

———
Rushers

Att Yds Avg LG TD
J. Lewis,Bal. 360 1952 5.4 82t 13
Portis, Den. 290 1591 5.5 65t 14
F. Taylor,Jac. 323 1451 4.5 62 6
Tomlinson, S.D. 282 1402 5.0 73t 11
Holmes, K.C. 300 1370 4.6 31t 25
R. Williams,Mia. 372 1299 3.5 45 8
Henry, Buf. 316 1294 4.1 64 10
C. Martin,NY-J 299 1216 4.1 56 1
James, Ind. 283 1088 3.8 43 10
George, Ten. 286 944 3.3 27 5

———
Receivers

No Yds Avg LG TD
Ward, Pit. 93 1152 12.4 50 10
Harrison, Ind. 92 1238 13.5 79t 10
Tomlinson, S.D. 92 708 7.7 73t 4
Mason, Ten. 89 1213 13.6 50t 6
C. Johnson,Cin. 86 1326 15.4 82t 10
Warrick, Cin. 75 794 10.6 77t 7
Smith, Den. 74 845 11.4 38 3
Holmes, K.C. 72 684 9.5 36 0
Moss, NY-J 67 1039 15.5 65t 10
Boston, S.D. 66 837 12.7 46t 6

———
Punters

No Yds LG Avg
Lechler, Oak. 87 4079 73 46.9
Moorman, Buf. 81 3620 71 44.7
Hentrich, Ten. 68 2965 58 43.6
Knorr, Den. 61 2640 61 43.3
Bennett, S.D. 72 3044 56 42.3
Gardocki, Cle. 69 2913 60 42.2
H. Smith,Ind. 58 2442 55 42.1
Miller, Pit. 76 3193 72 42.0
Zastudil, Bal. 82 3374 67 41.1
Royals, Mia.-Jac. 57 2341 51 41.1

———
Punt Returners

No Yds Avg LG TD
Hall, K.C. 25 440 17.6 93t 2
Buchanon, Oak. 33 399 12.1 78t 1
Randle El,Pit. 41 480 11.7 84t 2
McCareins, Ten. 28 313 11.2 58t 1
Moss, NY-J 30 332 11.1 47 0
Allen, Jac. 25 275 11.0 52 0
Warrick, Cin. 25 273 10.9 68t 1
T. Brown,N.E. 26 256 9.8 23 0
O’Neal, Den. 30 278 9.3 57t 1
E. Parker,S.D. 23 207 9.0 49 0

———
Kickoff Returners

No Yds Avg LG TD
Pyatt, Ind. 19 544 28.6 90 0
B. Johnson,N.E. 29 824 28.4 92t 1
Bates, NY-J 22 596 27.1 48 0
Hall, K.C. 55 1408 25.6 100t 2
Brightful, Bal. 26 661 25.4 75 0
Cole, Den. 30 714 23.8 34 0
Moses, Hou. 55 1296 23.6 70 0
L. Johnson,S.D. 47 1091 23.2 60 0
Taylor, Pit. 35 786 22.5 53 0
Dwight, S.D. 22 488 22.2 32 0

———
Scoring
Touchdowns

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts
Holmes, K.C. 25 25 0 0 150
Tomlinson, S.D. 15 11 4 0 90
Portis, Den. 14 14 0 0 86
J. Lewis,Bal. 13 13 0 0 78
Henry, Buf. 11 10 1 0 66
Chambers, Mia. 10 0 10 0 60
Gonzalez, K.C. 10 0 10 0 60

Harrison, Ind. 10 0 10 0 60
James, Ind. 10 10 0 0 60
C. Johnson,Cin. 10 0 10 0 60
Moss, NY-J 10 0 10 0 60
Ward, Pit. 10 0 10 0 60

———
Kicking

PAT FG LG Pts
Vanderjagt, Ind. 44-44 35-35 50 149
Stover, Bal. 34-34 31-35 49 127
Elam, Den. 39-39 26-30 51 117
Anderson, Ten. 39-39 23-27 43 108
Vinatieri, N.E. 33-34 24-32 48 105
Graham, Cin. 38-38 22-24 48 104
M. Andersen,K.C. 54-55 15-19 49 99
Brien, NY-J 23-23 25-30 48 98
Reed, Pit. 30-31 22-31 51 96
Janikowski, Oak. 26-27 22-25 55 92

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
New Jersey 14 13 .519 —
Philadelphia 14 14 .500 1/2
Boston 14 15 .483 1
Miami 11 17 .393 3 1/2
New York 10 19 .345 5
Washington 8 18 .308 5 1/2
Orlando 7 22 .241 8
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Indiana 21 8 .724 —
New Orleans 18 11 .621 3
Detroit 16 12 .571 4 1/2
Toronto 14 13 .519 6
Milwaukee 14 14 .500 6 1/2
Cleveland 9 19 .321 11 1/2
Atlanta 8 22 .267 13 1/2
Chicago 7 20 .259 13
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Midwest Division

W L Pct GB
San Antonio 20 10 .667 —
Minnesota 18 9 .667 1/2
Denver 17 11 .607 2
Dallas 15 12 .556 3 1/2
Houston 15 12 .556 3 1/2
Memphis 15 13 .536 4
Utah 15 13 .536 4
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 20 6 .769 —
Sacramento 20 6 .769 —
Golden State 13 13 .500 7
Portland 13 13 .500 7
Seattle 13 13 .500 7
L.A. Clippers 11 13 .458 8
Phoenix 10 19 .345 11 1/2

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s Games
Cleveland at Orlando, 2:30 p.m.
Dallas at Sacramento, 6 p.m.
Houston at L.A. Lakers, 8:30 p.m.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L T OL Pts GF GA
Philadelphia 18 6 8 3 47 99 74
New Jersey 18 6 8 0 44 80 52
N.Y. Islanders 15 15 2 1 33 94 89
N.Y. Rangers 13 13 5 2 33 88 84
Pittsburgh 8 18 4 3 23 70 121
Northeast Division

W L T OL Pts GF GA
Toronto 20 6 6 3 49 99 80
Ottawa 16 10 4 3 39 102 71
Boston 13 9 9 4 39 86 88
Montreal 16 15 4 1 37 84 85
Buffalo 12 18 3 1 28 73 95
Southeast Division

W L T OL Pts GF GA
Atlanta 18 14 3 1 40 109 107
Tampa Bay 14 11 5 1 34 72 68
Florida 11 16 7 2 31 75 97
Carolina 10 13 8 2 30 61 76
Washington 11 20 3 1 26 93 110
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division
W L T OL Pts GF GA

Detroit 22 11 3 1 48 124 85
St. Louis 20 8 3 1 44 83 67
Nashville 15 12 4 2 36 82 85
Chicago 8 17 7 3 26 66 97
Columbus 8 18 4 3 23 65 94
Northwest Division

W L T OL Pts GF GA
Vancouver 18 8 6 2 44 100 76
Calgary 18 9 2 3 41 78 65
Colorado 16 9 6 1 39 93 72
Minnesota 14 14 7 0 35 77 74
Edmonton 12 16 6 0 30 85 99
Pacific Division

W L T OL Pts GF GA
Los Angeles 16 11 4 3 39 95 83
San Jose 12 9 10 3 37 79 79
Phoenix 11 11 11 1 34 85 99
Dallas 15 16 4 0 34 70 77
Anaheim 11 14 4 5 31 70 88

Fastbreak

On the Air

Boise State tops TCU in
Fort Worth Bowl

FORT WORTH, Texas — Ryan Dinwiddie is leaving
Boise State as the most efficient passer in college foot-
ball, and with maybe the biggest win in school history.

Dinwiddie threw for 325 yards and three touchdowns
in the inaugural Fort Worth Bowl on Tuesday night,
leading the No. 18 Broncos to a 34-31 win over No. 19
TCU.

After winning its only other bowl games on its blue-
turfed home field, Boise State (13-1) beat the Horned
Frogs — a Bowl Championship Series contender until
losing their only regular-season game Nov. 20 — on
their campus.

‘‘This is another step for the Boise State program,’’
coach Dan Hawkins said. ‘‘It’s awesome to go home with
a win. I will have an awesome Christmas.’’

It was only Boise State’s second win over a Top 25
team. The Broncos, who have won 24 of their last 25
games, won 11 in a row after a 26-24 loss at Oregon State
when they missed a field goal in the fourth quarter.

Their last win wasn’t secured until sophomore Mike
Wynn was well short on a 51-yard field-goal attempt, the
first kick in his college career, with 7 seconds left.

‘‘This shows where we are as a program,’’ Dinwiddie
said. ‘‘This was the biggest win of the year. We definitely
made this one close and exciting.’’

The Frogs (11-2) had won a school-record 13 consec-
utive home games. They ended up playing at home — in
the only non-BCS game matching two 10-win teams —
after turning down an invitation to last week’s GMAC
Bowl because that game conflicted with exams.

‘‘That was just two teams getting after it,’’ TCU coach
Gary Patterson said.

Dinwiddie completed 19 of 35 passes with two inter-
ceptions, but his last touchdown was an 18-yarder to
Derek Schouman for the winning score with 12:43 left.

Dinwiddie finished the season with 4,356 yards pass-
ing. In his career, he threw for 9,818 yards with 82 touch-
downs and just 20 interceptions.

T.J. Acree had eight catches for 150 yards, including a
27-yard touchdown in the first quarter just 1:20 after
TCU’s opening score.

Gabriel Franklin made a diving interception with
5:41 left, cutting in front of receiver Reggie Harrell and
snagging the ball just inches off the ground. But Boise
State then went three-and-out.

TCU converted two fourth downs, including fourth-
and-10 from its 20 when Brandon Hassell passed to
Harrell for 28 yards, before Wynn came on instead of
senior Nick Browne to try to tie it.

Browne made 28 of 33 field goals this season, includ-
ing a 22-yarder earlier in the game. But he said a quadri-
ceps muscle he strained in practice last week tightened
during halftime.

Two TCU fumbles led to Boise State’s 10 second-half
points.

On the first play of the second half, Andy Avalos
recovered Robert Merrill’s fumble at the TCU 26. Three
plays later, Tyler Jones kicked a 37-yard field goal to
break the 24-24 halftime tie.

The Horned Frogs responded by going 81 yards in
eight plays, the last coming on Lonta Hobbs’ 7-yard TD
run.

But Hobbs, who ran for 117 yards on 23 carries, fum-
bled early in the fourth quarter when the ball was
knocked out by a teammate. Three plays later,
Dinwiddie threw the game-winning TD.

‘‘I thought we beat them on both sides of the football.
Three big plays beat us,’’ Patterson said.

After falling behind 21-7 on Hassell’s 21-yard keeper,
Boise State got even with two big plays in two minutes
— Dinwiddie’s 54-yard TD pass to Jeff Carpenter and
David Mickell’s 75-yard run.

Hassell hit 13 of 26 passes for 160 yards and a touch-
down, and ran for 110 yards and a score. Harrell had six
catches for 107 yards.

The bowl was sponsored by PlainsCapital.

TELEVISION
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
3 p.m.

ESPN2 — Blue-Gray
All-Star Classic, at Troy,
Ala.
8 p.m.

ESPN — Hawaii Bowl,
Houston at Hawaii
NBA

2:30 p.m.
ESPN — Cleveland at

Orlando
6 p.m.

ABC — Dallas at
Sacramento
8:30 p.m.

ABC — Houston at L.A.
Lakers

THE TROPHY
BLEND...

A WINNING
COMBINATION ...

Smooth and mellow, 
aged 6 years in oak 
barrels... Fans agree, 

when it comes to 
Canadian, it’s the 

Top Pick!

Enjoy your Canadian Stag responsibly.
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AFC Leaders NBA Standings
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ASSOCIATED PRESS

Boise State players celebrate after winning the inaugural
Fort Worth Bowl.

Late College Football




