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Eagles fall from
perch in polls
By SCOTT GARNER
sgarner@statesboroherald.net

The Georgia Southern
University’s student newspa-
per proclaimed the “End of an
Era” Monday in reference to
Georgia Southern’s fourth loss
of the season, a 28-24 setback
at the hands of the Citadel.

That status was confirmed
later in the afternoon when the
Eagles were not to be found in
either the Sports Network or
ESPN/USA Today I-AA foot-
ball polls. The last time the
Eagles were unranked was at
the conclusion of the 1996 sea-
son, which the Eagles finished
with a 4-7 overall record and
2-6 Southern Conference
mark.

This year, the Eagles are 4-4
and 2-3 in conference games
with three contests remaining.

In the span since the Eagles
were last unranked, Georgia
Southern over half that time
ranked in the nation’s top five.
The Eagles spent 29 weeks at
No. 1 and 21 weeks at No. 2
out of the 100 weeks since
GSU debuted in the preseason
top 25 of the 1997 poll.

Georgia Southern debuted
in the poll’s second spot this
season following a semifinal
playoff appearance a year ago.

Head coach Mike Sewak
reiterated that the team still
had forward progress to make
after Monday’s practice.

“We still have a lot of
accomplishments to go after,”
he said.“It might not show this
football season, but it will
show later in the program.”

When asked if the team had
any particular goals set for the
season’s final three games,
Sewak would not give up on
the notion that Georgia
Southern might still find a
back door into the playoffs.

“Win them all and try to get
lucky enough to get into the
playoffs,” said Sewak, referring
to the team’s goals. “Can that
happen? We’ll have to win
them all first.”

Sports Editor Scott Garner
can be reached at (912) 489-
9408.

Sports Network 
Top 25

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The top 25
teams in the Sports Network Division I-
AA football poll, with first-place votes in
parentheses, records through Oct. 26
and previous ranking:

Record Pvs
1.McNeese St. (80) 6-1 1
2.Delaware (21) 8-0 3
3.S. Illinois(2) 8-0 4
4.Massachusetts 7-1 5
5.Wofford 7-1 6
6.N. Iowa 7-1 9
7.Villanova 6-1 2
8.W. Kentucky 6-2 8
9.Bethune-Cookman 6-1 11

10. Montana 6-2 12
11. Penn 6-0 13
12. Colgate 8-0 16
13. W. Illinois 5-3 7
14. Grambling St. 6-2 15
15. N. Arizona 6-2 10
16. Harvard 6-0 20
17. Flla. Atlantic 6-2 21
18. Southern 7-1 14
19. N. Carolina A&T 7-1 23
20. Furman 5-3 22
21. Hampton 6-1 25
22. Fordham 6-2 24
23. Northwestern St. 6-3 18
24. Idaho St. 5-3 17
25. The Citadel 5-3 NR

Local runner heads
for Olympic trials
By ALEX PELLEGRINO
alexp@statesboroherald.net

Georgia Southern
University head cross country
coach Turena Johnson-Lane is
headed to the U.S. Olympic
Marathon Trials after qualify-
ing by posting a 2:40:12 run-
ning time in the Twin Cities
Marathon held Oct. 5 in
Minnesota.

Lane’s next challenge will be
at the trials, held April 3 in St.
Louis, where she will compete
with roughly 100 other women
for the opportunity to go to
the Olympics.

The top three finishers at
the trials will be eligible for the
2004 Summer Olympics in
Athens, Greece.

Qualifying for the trials was
a goal Lane spent years prepar-
ing for.

“Each season builds on the
one prior. It took three years in
the making to get myself to
this point,” said Lane. “For me
to qualify for the Olympic
Trials has been a long-time
goal of mine realized.”

Finishing in the top three at
the trials and making it to the
Olympics would be a tremen-
dous feat and Lane knows the
competition will be tough.

“I’m hoping for a top 20
finish — that would be a real-
istic goal for me. Running at
the Olympics is every runners’
dream, but you have to be real-

SPECIAL PHOTO

GSU head cross county coach Turena Johnson Lane runs in the
Garry Bjorklund Half Marathon in Duluth, Minn. earlier this year in
preparation for the Twin Cities marathon, where she posted a time
good enough to land a spot in the U.S. Olympic Marathon Trials.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jeff Gordon takes the checkered flag under caution to win the rain-interrupted NASCAR Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500 at Atlanta Motor
Speedway in Hampton, Ga., Monday.

Gordon wins again
Former champion wins rain-delayed Atlanta race
By MIKE HARRIS
AP Motorsports Writer

HAMPTON, Ga. — With the season
championship all but out of reach, Jeff
Gordon knew his best hope was to build
momentum for a title run in 2004.

A victory on Monday in the rain-inter-
rupted NASCAR Winston Cup race at
Atlanta Motor Speedway was his second in
a row, giving his Hendrick Motorsports
team the boost the four-time Winston Cup
champion was looking for.

‘‘Number one, we always want to win
and we fight to win every race,’’ Gordon
said. ‘‘The thing I love about our race team
is when we go through tough times, and
we’ve been through them before, it just
makes us dig deeper and get stronger.

‘‘This reminds us a little bit of 2000,
where we ended the season on a real posi-
tive note. And this is better because I don’t
remember us winning a couple of races
toward the end of the season.’’

Gordon bounced back from finishing
ninth in the points that year to win the title
in 2001.

The latest of his 64 career victories came
over runner-up Tony Stewart in the Bass
Pro Shops MBNA 500, which was halted by
rain Sunday after just 39 of 325 laps.

The race ended under caution after
pole-winner Ryan Newman was sent spin-
ning into the wall with a tap on the rear
bumper by Dale Earnhardt Jr. four laps

from the end.
Gordon
Gordon, who went 22 races without a

win before taking the checkered flag Oct. 19
at Martinsville, has three victories this sea-
son.

‘‘Never count us out,’’ Gordon said. ‘‘I
know we haven’t won a lot this year but
we’re strong finishers.’’

The two latest wins followed four
straight fifth-place finishes and have helped
Gordon move into fifth in the season
standings, 296 points behind series leader
Matt Kenseth but only 38 behind
Earnhardt, who is second.

On Monday, Gordon passed six-time
Atlanta winner Bobby Labonte for the lead
on lap 277 and stayed in front the rest of
the way to earn his fourth victory at the
Atlanta track.

Jimmie Johnson, who finished second to
his car owner and teammate at
Martinsville, was third. He was followed by
Bill Elliott and Labonte, who faded after the
final pit stops.

Kenseth, who came into the race with a
240-point lead over Kevin Harvick, fin-
ished 11th. Earnhardt’s sixth-place finish
Monday, combined with a 20th-place run
by Harvick, moved Earnhardt to second in
the points race. He trails Kenseth by 258
points with three races remaining.

Stewart’s crew had a problem with an air
gun on a pit stop on lap 224. Stewart, who
had been fourth, came out of the pits 17th
and was 16th when the race restarted on lap

230.
The defending series champion

appeared to have the fastest car on the 1.54-
mile oval. He quickly caught the leaders,
moving all the way to fourth by lap 267.

Gordon and Stewart made their final
stops under green on lap 286 and Stewart
came out second. He pressured Gordon as
much as he could but was unable to catch
the leader.

Stewart was about five car-lengths
behind Gordon in the battle of Chevrolets
when the last of 10 cautions waved on lap
322. With NASCAR no longer allowing
drivers to race back to the flagstand on a
caution, that ended Stewart’s challenge.

‘‘That’s pretty impressive coming back
from 17th place to second without a cau-
tion,’’ said Stewart, who made only a few
quick comments before leaving the track.
‘‘I’m pretty happy.

‘‘If we hadn’t come out 17th on that pit
stop, we’d have won.’’

Gordon had fuel pressure problems on
restarts and said he was fortunate that the
caution-filled race stayed under green for
93 laps before Newman hit the wall because
there was no time for another restart.

‘‘With the problems we were having in
first and second gear, I was afraid Tony
would pass me if we had another restart,’’
Gordon said. ‘‘I was pretty happy when I
realized the race would end under yellow.’’

Gordon said he also felt fortunate to
hold off the hard-charging Stewart as long
as he did.

SEB, other local squads wrap up season
From staff reports

The Southeast Bulloch Lady
Yellow Jackets wrapped up
their 2003 season this weekend
in the Class AA state playoffs in
Tifton, Ga.

The Lady Jackets picked up
one win in the playoffs, but
dropped two games in the dou-
ble elimination tournament.
SEB finished its season with a
12-7 overall record.

It was the first time the team
has posted a winning record
overall and in Region 3-AA
since it began playing fast pitch
in 2001.

SEB entered the playoffs as
the No. 4 seed from Region 3-
AA. The tournament featured a
total of 16 teams, the top four
teams from all of the regions in

south Georgia. The top four
finishers in the tournament
then head the the Elite Eight to
compete for the state title.

The Lady Yellow Jackets
were held to five hits as they fell
to Tri-County 7-0 in the first
game of the playoffs Friday
night. Charlie Walker pitched
the first seven innings and sur-
rendered seven hits while
McKenzie Rhodaback came in
in relief and gave up two hits.

SEB stayed alive Saturday
morning by downing
Randolph-Clay 10-4. The Lady
Yellow Jackets scored 10 runs
on five hits and were led by
Brittany Page, who went 3-for-
3 with two RBI.

Despite getting a win under
their belts, the Lady Yellow
Jackets fell in their third game

5-1 to Irwin County on
Saturday afternoon. Page led
the way again for SEB, going 2-
for-3 at the plate.

Head coach Jessica Bragdon
was proud with her squad’s
effort during the season.

“Overall, I am pleased with
the results. The girls made
many improvements through-
out the year, and I expect more
good things next year,” said
Bragdon.

The team loses only three
seniors and will return a solid,
athletic rising junior class.

Portal
The Portal Lady Panthers’

season also came to a close this
weekend in the first round of
the Class A state playoffs in

Dublin, Ga.
Portal finished its season as

runner ups in Region 3-A with
an impressive 16-7 record in its
first year of fast pitch.

The Lady Panthers picked
up a win in their first game of
the playoffs by downing Wilcox
County 7-1 Friday night.
Carrie Mixon picked up the
win for Portal by holding the
Patriots to four hits while strik-
ing out five. Mixon also went 3-
for-4 and scored a run for the
Panthers, who banged out nine
hits. Valarie Kinard, Karen
Finch and Tilya Raymond each
had two hits for Portal.

Later Friday night, the Lady
Panthers fell to Lanier County,
who eventually advanced to the

Prep softball

See RUNNER, page 15

See SOFTBALL, Page 15



By KEITH PARSONS
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — There’s no
guarantee the Atlanta Hawks
will make the playoffs this sea-
son, and that’s just the way the
players like it.

‘‘This year, there’s really no
pressure on us,’’ forward
Shareef Abdur-Rahim said.
‘‘We still have high expecta-
tions for ourselves, but I don’t
think other people do.’’

Last year, after the Hawks
traded for Glenn Robinson,
then-coach Lon Kruger was so
excited he pushed manage-
ment to guarantee that the
team would reach the playoffs.
The marketing department
came up with a much-bally-
hooed offer to rebate $125 to
season-ticket holders if the
team didn’t make the postsea-
son.

Kruger was fired the day
after Christmas, and general
manager Pete Babcock was let
go in April. Atlanta finished
35-47, seven games out of the
playoffs in the weak Eastern
Conference, and the refunds
were issued.

‘‘That put a bulls-eye on us,
and we didn’t handle it well,’’
Abdur-Rahim admitted.

Things hardly could be dif-
ferent now. With ownership in
limbo until September, when
Steve Belkin and a group of
eight investors bought the
Hawks from Time Warner,
very few moves were made in
the offseason.

Terry Stotts, who took over

when Kruger was fired, finally
got the job for good in August,
and he quickly put together a
staff with three new assistants.
Free agent guard Jason Terry
only stayed after Atlanta
matched an offer sheet he had
from the Utah Jazz.

Dion Glover, expected to be
Terry’s backcourt mate, re-
signed with the team a day
later.

‘‘It was crucial we get J.T.,’’
Stotts said. ‘‘He’s been a leader
on this team and he does so
much for us.’’

And earlier this month, free
agent Stephen Jackson signed
with Hawks. Yep, that’s the
same Stephen Jackson who
started 58 games last season
for the World Champion San
Antonio Spurs.

Why would he come to
Atlanta, which hasn’t made the
playoffs in four years?

‘‘As soon as the season was
over, I wanted to make another
move,’’ Jackson said. ‘‘I didn’t
want to be with San Antonio
because I wanted to be some-
where where I could actually
continue to get better and be
more of a factor.

‘‘I think San Antonio is a
great place. I love the team, I
love the people. But the best
decision for me was to go
somewhere else.’’

One deal that got done over
the summer sent Robinson to
the Philadelphia 76ers for a
first-round draft pick and
point guard Terrell Brandon,
whose career is likely over
because of repeated knee

injuries. That gives Atlanta
some salary cap relief, since
Robinson was owed $22.4 mil-
lion over the next two years.

It might be a case of addi-
tion by subtraction, since
Robinson, Abdur-Rahim and
Terry all needed to have the
ball. Jackson is expected to
take Robinson’s spot in the

lineup.
‘‘He’s a guy that’s been to

the playoffs and won a cham-
pionship. That’s huge,’’ Glover
said of Jackson. ‘‘He knows
what it takes to go all the way.
Everybody can learn from
that.’’

Jackson certainly should
help on defense, where the

Hawks need the most assis-
tance, especially on the
perimeter. At 6-foot-2, Terry is
short even for a point guard,
and Glover has a hard time
stopping people, too.

Washington rookie Jarvis
Hayes scored 29 points in a
preseason game, making 12-
of-18 against Atlanta’s porous

defense.
If that changes, and Jackson

fits in, and Terry continues to
improve, the Hawks could
contend for a playoff spot.
Maybe.

‘‘We’ve got all the pieces,’’
Abdur-Rahim said. ‘‘We’ve just
got to go out on the floor and
do it. We believe in ourselves.’

istic given the caliber of athlete
you are racing with,” said Lane.

Runners can qualify for the
marathon trials if they post a
time below 2:48:00 at certain
races around the country held
within a specific time period.

Lane, a Minnesota native,
was drawn to the Twin Cities
marathon because it is held in
her home state.

“I thought it would be a
good chance to race with family
and friends there,” said Lane.

Her mom, friends from col-
lege and her husband Todd,
who serves as the head women’s
track and field coach at GSU,
cheered Lane on.

She says she felt the people

from Statesboro were cheering
for her too, even though they
weren’t there to witness her per-
formance.

“I am thankful for the sup-
port I get from the Statesboro
Pacers (a local running group),
the local running community
and the Georgia Southern track
and field and cross country,”
said Lane.

Lane has little time to cele-
brate her accomplishments
before she has to begin training
for the trials.

“I took some time off, a week
to rest and relax,” said Lane.

She will use the rest of
October and November to
build her mileage back up to 80

miles per week and get mental-
ly focused.

In December, Lane will be in
full training mode again and
running about 70 to 90 miles
per week.

“There’s not a more compet-

itive race in the United States,”
said Lane, referring to the trials.
“I’ll be ready to compete in the
trials and see how I stack up
with the best in the U.S.”

Alex Pellegrino can be reached
at (912) 489-9413.
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Of Statesboro
OPEN

24 HRS
Hwy 301 S.
@ By-Pass

for a limited time

6" Cold Cut Trio
or

6" Meatball Sub$1.49 Any Day,
Any Time

Good at all 3 Statesboro Locations

RUNNER from page 13

Elite Eight, 8-0. The Bulldog
pitcher held Portal to only one
hit, a single by Meghan Brown.

Portal’s season ended
Saturday morning when the
Lady Panthers lost to Clinch
County 12-9. Mixon went 3-
for-4 at the plate while Brittany
Lanier, Reva Huff and Kinard
each added two hits.

“We faced some tough com-
petition, and I am really proud
of the way the girls played
there. The girls made the
adjustments to fast pitch and
my hat goes off to the seniors
and juniors who stepped up
and played,” said Portal head

coach Steven Hoyle.
The Lady Panthers will lose

eight seniors, six of whom are
starters, for next year.

Screven County
The Screven County Lady

Gamecocks also saw their sea-
son end in the state sectionals,
but they kicked and scratched
before finally being ousted.
Each of Screven’s three games
went into extra innings.

In the first game, Screven fell
to Fitzgerald 1-0 in nine
innings of brilliant pitching.
Elizabeth Poyphress and

Christie Kemp combined to
hold the 1-AAA champion in
check until a runner finally
scored on a wild pitch.

The Lady Gamecocks
returned to action Saturday by
beating Westside-Augusta 6-6
in eight innings. Screven trailed
by a run heading into the bot-
tom of the eighth when Cassie
Burke laid down a bunt that
was hurled into the right field
corner, allowing both Burke
and Alicia Thompson to score
for the win.

In their final contest,
Screven took a 3-0 lead over
Savannah Country Day, only to

see SCD force extra innings.
The Lady Gamecocks were
again ahead by a 4-3 count after
the top half of the eighth
inning before eventually falling
5-4.

Michelle Clark had a double
in the final game, while Brandy
Evans and Carissa Burns each
drove in runs.

Screven County’s season
ends at 11-14, but six of those
14 runs were by one run. The
entire Screven County team,
which features no seniors,
returns next year for what
should be a very promising sea-
son.

SOFTBALL from page 13

NBA

No playoff guarantee hanging over Hawks’ heads
New ownership and new
chemistry the key
returning to the playoffs
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