Race Report by: Doug James

Tour de Pain in Jacksonville, FL

August 12-13, 2005

This is a much-hyped two day, three race series that takes place at three separate venues.  The events include a 4 mile run, a 5k, and a 1 mile sprint.  Even though the challenge was novel, the coordination and information was lacking.

We, my family and I, arrived at the “host hotel” mid-afternoon on Friday, and I was looking forward to some race information or kiosk about the weekend’s events.  Unfortunately, the hotel staff was unaware of the races, and there was no information from the race directors.  So, after meeting with the hotel concierge, I got directions to the first event, to be held on Jacksonville Beach.  After a 45 minute drive, and parking ¾ of a mile away from the start/finish, I found out that the public restrooms had been closed.   Fortunately, the 4 miler at 7:30 was fun, and my kids had a good time playing in the water.

Early Saturday morning, I met some locals that I followed to the next race site.  Expecting a 1 mile sprint, I found out that the schedule had changed and the 5k was happening.  Luckily, I had prepared and did well.  Apparently, there was someone making announcements, about the change, on a bullhorn at the beach, and I didn’t hear it.  
After I got back to our hotel room, I realized that the evening 1 miler had been changed from 7:30 to 4:30!  Change number 1000!  So, my family and I went to the Jacksonville Landing, which is a large venue right on the river.  After fighting for a parking spot, we were told that the race was to be held some 5 blocks from where it was listed on the event schedule.  Needless to say, I ran the 1 miler, got my finisher’s medal, and we skipped the post race party.

This series is a unique and challenging novelty that could have been run a lot more professionally.  The $40 entry fee became a lot more after all of the driving around trying to get to race sites.  There were no less than three different versions of the weekend’s schedule, and event volunteers were less than willing to be helpful.  My overall impression is that this series was a much-hyped, overrated event that I am happy I did, but will not do again.

As a side note, I did contact the race director, via e-mail, and expressed my concerns.  My biggest concern was that we were not contacted about all of the changes.  He immediately replied with the attitude of I should have checked with the running store’s home page and checked myself.  His polite but unconcerned attitude guarantees that I will not be supporting events that are coordinated through this particular store.
