
12 - STATESBORO HERALD - TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2006 Sports

Et Cetera

Radio
MLB
6:35 p.m.

The New York Mets at the Atlanta Braves
107.3 FM and 106.5 FM

Television
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — Southern Miss. at Central Florida
SOCCER
5 p.m.

ESPN CLASSIC — UEFA Champions
League, Real Madrid vs. Dynamo Kiev, at
Madrid, Spain (same-day tape)

NASCAR Nextel Cup Remaining Schedule
Oct. 1 — Banquet 400, Kansas City, Kan.
Oct. 8 — UAW-Ford 500, Talladega, Ala.
Oct. 14 — Bank of America 500, Concord, 

N.C.
Oct. 22 — Subway 500, Martinsville, Va.
Oct. 29 — Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500, 

Hampton, Ga.
Nov. 5 — Dickies 500, Fort Worth, Texas
Nov. 12 — Checker Auto Parts 500, 

Avondale, Ariz.
Nov. 19 — Ford 400, Homestead, Fla.

NASCAR Nextel Cup Points Leaders
Through Sept. 24

1. Jeff Burton, 5351
2. Jeff Gordon, 5345
3. Matt Kenseth, 5333
4. Denny Hamlin, 5333
5. Kevin Harvick, 5297
6. Mark Martin, 5276
7. Dale Earnhardt, Jr., 5249
8. Jimmie Johnson, 5215
9. Kasey Kahne, 5169
10. Kyle Busch, 5127
11. Tony Stewart, 3537
12. Greg Biffle, 3320

13. Carl Edwards, 3295
14. Kurt Busch, 3094
15. Casey Mears, 3012
16. Clint Bowyer, 2988
17. Ryan Newman, 2976
18. Jamie McMurray, 2910
19. Brian Vickers, 2910
20. Elliott Sadler, 2909

NASCAR Nextel Cup Money Leaders
Through Sept. 24

1. Jimmie Johnson, $7,286,055
2. Matt Kenseth, $5,485,241
3. Tony Stewart, $5,411,193
4. Kevin Harvick, $4,935,265
5. Kasey Kahne, $4,905,835
6. Jeff Gordon, $4,869,960
7. Ryan Newman, $4,436,758
8. Casey Mears, $4,357,374
9. Dale Earnhardt, Jr., $4,323,601
10. Jamie McMurray, $4,056,978
11. Jeff Burton, $4,040,037
12. Kurt Busch, $4,007,765
13. Kyle Busch, $3,937,293
14. Elliott Sadler, $3,818,911
15. Carl Edwards, $3,696,301
16. Bobby Labonte, $3,632,982
17. Greg Biffle, $3,580,956
18. Dale Jarrett, $3,538,314
19. Denny Hamlin, $3,491,797
20. J.J.Yeley, $3,453,172

NASCAR Busch Standings
Through Sept. 23

1. Kevin Harvick, 4625
2. Carl Edwards, 3926
3. Denny Hamlin, 3844
4. Clint Bowyer, 3800
5. J.J.Yeley, 3696
6. Paul Menard, 3409
7. Kyle Busch, 3383
8. Greg Biffle, 3332
9. Johnny Sauter, 3094
10. Reed Sorenson, 3086

NASCAR Craftsman Truck Standings
Through Sept. 23

1. Todd Bodine, 2,911.
2. Johnny Benson, 2,820.
3. David Reutimann, 2,671.
4. Ted Musgrave, 2,625.
5. Rick Crawford, 2,590.
6. David Starr, 2,553.
7. Ron Hornaday Jr., 2,531.
8. Mike Bliss, 2,486.
9. Jack Sprague, 2,479.
10. Terry Cook, 2,460.

The Georgia high school Top 10
The Associated Press Georgia high school

football poll after the fourth week of the sched-
ule, with first-place votes in parentheses and
total points.

Class AAAAA
1. Roswell (6) 104
2. Tift County (1) 86
3. Colquitt County (2) 74
4. Norcross 67
5. Camden County (2) 62
6. Lowndes 60
7. North Gwinnett 43
8. Central Gwinnett 31
9. Campbell 28
10. Stephenson 24
Others receiving votes: Coffee, Brookwood,

Harrison, M.L. King, Collins Hill.

Class AAAA
1. Northside-Warner Robins (5) 110
2. Statesboro (4) 96
3. Griffin 86
4. Dacula (2) 83
5. Baldwin 57
6. Dalton 56
7. Southwest DeKalb 24
8. Marist 23
tie Rome 23
10. Tucker 18
Others receiving votes: Creekside, Westside-

Macon, St. Pius X, Northwest Whitfield,
Effingham County, Thomas County Central.

Class AAA
1. LaGrange (11) 110
2. Gainesville 85
3. Carrollton 81
4. Thomson 66
5. Stephens County 64
6. Peach County 54
7. Flowery Branch 42
8. Chamblee 30
9. Cartersville 23
10. Cairo 20
Others receiving votes: Carver-Columbus,

Sandy Creek, Hart County, Shaw, Monroe-
Albany.

Class AA
1. Charlton County (8) 106
2. Buford 94
3. Greater Atlanta Christian (3) 92
4. Dublin 78
5. Fitzgerald 67
6. Calhoun 45
7. Greene County 42
8. Laney 24
9. Dodge County 18
10. McIntosh County Academy 15
Others receiving votes: Washington-Wilkes,

Lovett, Manchester, Heard County, Screven
County.

Class A
1. Bowdon 98 (10) 109
2. Lincoln County (1) 87
3. Emanuel County Institute 82
4. Hawkinsville 80
5. Dooly County 54
6. Commerce 52
tie Wilcox County 52
8. Social Circle 23
9. Bremen 14
10. Eagles Landing Christian 12
Others receiving votes: Clinch County,

Athens Academy, Turner County, Johnson
County, Seminole County, Irwin County,
Savannah Country Day, Trion.

Division I-AA Poll
Record Pts Pvs

1.N.Hamp. (80) 3-0 2,574 1
2.App St. (22) 3-1 2,493 2
3.Furman 3-1 2,271 4
4.Montana 2-1 2,145 5
5.CalPoly 3-1 2,069 3
6.IllinoisState 3-1 2,046 6
7.Richmond 3-0 2,006 7
8.YoungstownSt. 3-1 1,866 8
9.Massachusetts 3-1 1,740 9

10. SouthernIllinois(1) 3-0 1,704 10
11. NorthDakotaState 3-0 1,514 14
12. Hampton(1) 4-0 1,510 11
13. NorthernIowa 2-1 1,310 12
14. PortlandState 3-1 1,302 15
15. JamesMadison 2-1 1,137 17
16. McNeeseState 1-2 830 13
17. Delaware 2-1 796 18
18. UCDavis 2-2 788 16
19. Towson 4-0 766 21
20. EasternIllinois 2-2 671 20
21. WesternIllinois 3-1 445 NR
22. Harvard 2-0 432 NR
23. Albany 3-1 236 NR
24. WesternCarolina 2-1 197 22
25. NorthernArizona 2-2 135 NR

BASEBALL
American League

SEATTLE MARINERS—Purchased the con-
tract of RHP Jorge Campillo from Tacoma of
the PCL. Placed RHP Cha Seung Baek on the
60-day DL.
National League

CINCINNATI REDS—Agreed to terms with
INF Juan Castro on a two-year contract exten-
sion.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Announced an
affiliation agreement with State College of the
New York-Penn League through 2010.
International League

NORFOLK TIDES—Agreed to a four-year
player development contract through 2010 with
the Baltimore Orioles.
American Association

EL PASO DIABLOS—Released C Matt
Eichel, C Ben Rosenthal and RHP Kevin
Brower.
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Named Seth
Burton assistant director of communications.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

SAN DIEGO CHARGERS—Signed K Nate
Kaeding to a six-year contract through the
2012 season.

USA FOOTBALL—Named John Mackovic
coach of the U.S. National team for the 2007
World Championship of American Football.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

BOSTON BRUINS—Assigned F Martins
Karsums, F David Krejci, F Pascal Pelletier, F
Tyler Redenbach, F Nate Thompson, F Kris
Versteeg, F Ben Walter, D Bobby Allen, D Matt
Lashoff, D Jay Leach, D Jonathan Sigalet and
G Brian Finley to Providence of the AHL.

CALGARY FLAMES—Assigned G Curtis
McElhinney to Omaha of the AHL.

CAROLINA HURRICANES—Released D
Cale Hulse.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS—Signed F Chris
Durno.

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS—Reassignd
C Phillipe Dupuis, LW Andrew Murray, LW
Darcy Verot, RW Adam Pineault, D Marc
Methot, D Andy Canzanello, D Kyle Wharton
and G Tomas Popperle to Syracuse of the AHL
and C Derick Brassard to Drummondville of the
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League.

DETROIT RED WINGS—Named Steve
Yzerman vice president.

EDMONTON OILERS—Assigned RW Troy
Bodie to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the AHL.

MINNESOTA WILD—Assigned C Jason
Morgan, LW Peter Olvecky, LW Benoit Pouliot,
D Erik Reitz and RW Roman Voloshenko to

Houston of the AHL.
NEW YORK RANGERS—Reassigned G

Chris Holt, G Alex Westlund, D Ryan Constant,
D Marvin Degon, D Mike Gabinet, D Bryce
Lampman, D David Liffiton, D Hannu
Pikkarainen, D Corey Potter, D Dale Purinton,
D Jake Taylor, F Zdenek Bahensky, F Dane
Byers, F Ryan Callahan, F Bruce Graham, F
Mike Hoffman, F Hugh Jessiman, F Rick
Kozak, F Francis Lessard, F Jakub Petruzalek
and F Craig Weller to Hartford of the AHL.

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS—Assigned F
Frederick Cabana, F Daniel Corso, F Riley
Cote, F Ben Eager, F Matt Ellison, F Triston
Grant, F Eric Meloche, F Gino Pisellini, F Ryan
Potulny, F Stefan Ruzicka, F Denis Tolpeko, D
Martin Grenier, D Nate Guenin, D Alexandre
Picard, D David Printz, D Rosario Ruggeri, D
Jussi Timonen, G Rejean Beauchemin, G
Martin Houle and G Scott Munroe to
Philadelphia of the AHL. Sent F Steve Downie
to Peterborough of the Ontario Hockey League.
Sent D Oskars Bartulis to Cape Breton of the
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League.

PHOENIX COYOTES—Assigned D Joe
Callahan, D Bryan Helmer, C Yanick Lehoux, C
Don MacLean and C Jeff Taffe to San Antonio
of the AHL.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS—Reassigned F
Erik Christensen, F Stephen Dixon, F Jonathan
Filewich, F Connor James, F Tyler Kennedy, D
Matt Carkner, D Micki DuPont and D Alain
Nasreddine to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of the
AHL.

SAN JOSE SHARKS—Assigned C Joe Pavelski,
D Garrett Stafford, D Dan Spang, LW Mathieu
Darche, D Scott Ferguson, C Michal Macho and D
Brad Staubitz to Worcester of the AHL.
American Hockey League

CHICAGO WOLVES—Released F Paul
Caponigri, F Christian Hommel, F Yuri
Moscevsky, F Sean Starke, F Blake Stewart, D
Lee Jacobson, D Mike Letizia and D Jamie
Milam from training camp.
ECHL

READING ROYALS—Agreed to terms with
LW Chris Bala.

On the Air

NASCAR
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Transactions

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — What a
roller-coaster year its been for Ray
Evernham, the car owner who hoped
to use the Chase for the championship
as a springboard to lift him from this
season of strife, struggle and, yes, scan-
dal.

Instead, he found himself in that
same old rut Monday, a day after Kasey
Kahne’s 38th-place finish pretty much
eliminated him from Nextel Cup con-
tention. After a frantic push to even
make the 10-race Chase, Evernham
Motorsports never even got a clean
shot to run for the title.

A ho-hum run in New Hampshire,
followed by a classic case of wrong
place, wrong time on Sunday in Dover,
Del., has Kahne a distant ninth-place in
the standings with eight races to go.

‘‘No more championship,’’ Kahne
shrugged. ‘‘We all thought we had a
shot to win the Nextel Cup, but you
can’t have two rough weeks.’’

Slow down, driver, your car owner
isn’t throwing in the towel just yet.

Especially not when these final eight
weeks of the season provide an oppor-
tunity to erase a lot of what happened
in the first 26.

‘‘I’ve always said you control the
part you can, and you can’t worry
about the rest,’’ said Evernham, ‘‘and
what happened Sunday we couldn’t
control. When does Tony Stewart ever
spin out? The guy has the best car con-
trol in the business, and then the one-
in-a million time he does spin, he
wrecks my guy. All you can do there is
laugh.

‘‘But then you get back to business.
It doesn’t mean we are done. We’ve got
a chance. It’s not over until it’s over.’’

Evernham makes a convincing
argument, but few outside his camp
will buy into it.

Kahne is in a tremendous hole and
there’s too many terrific points racers
ahead of Kahne in the standings who
will need to falter. Still, it could happen.

After all, Kahne needed just two

races to erase a 90-point deficit to earn
a berth in the Chase. But this hole is
twice as deep, and the stakes are so
much higher — for both the driver and
the car owner.

Evernham fully expected 2006 to be
his year. He expanded from two cars to
three, a growth that required him to
make tough personnel moves that were
certain to leave someone unhappy.

That someone was Jeremy Mayfield,
a two-time Chase qualifier who saw
key team members taken away and
given to Kahne and new teammate
Scott Riggs. Mayfield didn’t like it, and
when his team began to stumble, he
put the blame squarely on Evernham.

Their relationship steadily — and
publicly — deteriorated until Mayfield
was fired in August. But even that did-
n’t end things.

In trying to work out a better settle-
ment, Mayfield filed a court injunction
to keep his job that alleged his team

suffered because Evernham has a ‘‘close
personal relationship’’ with female
driver Erin Crocker that was distract-
ing the car owner.

Evernham refuses to address
Mayfield’s allegations, other than to
lump them together with everything
else that has happened this season.

‘‘The changes I made in the begin-
ning of the season, I took a lot of criti-
cism, I took a lot of heat. But I stand by
them and feel it has shown its been bet-
ter for the company,’’ he said. ‘‘It’s been
a hard year sponsorshipwise. And lets
face it, its been a pretty nasty year per-
sonally. I’ve taken a lot of abuse pub-
licly for things that I feel are unfair.

‘‘But I believe if I continue to work
hard and do the things that I do, every-
thing will be fine. And I’ve always
believed that the greatest enemy of any
lie is time.’’

So all Evernham can do is try to
rally the troops and convince Kahne
that this fight is not over. They’ve got
eight races left, and five of them are on
a 1.5-mile tracks — the exact circuit

Kahne was unbeatable on earlier this
year.

He’s also got sponsorship woes with
Crocker, who is losing General Mills as
the primary source of financial sup-
port on her Truck Series ride. Either
way, he plans to have her back for a full
season in 2007.

And he’s also moving forward with
plans to expand to four Nextel Cup
teams by 2008. But that takes sponsors,
and sponsors want to sign with win-
ners, and that puts the pressure back
on Evernham to deliver a legitimate
Chase contender.

Mayfield really wasn’t in his two
stints, making it in only to fizzle out as
soon as the Chase began. Now
Evernham wants to prevent Kahne
from doing the same thing.

‘‘I really feel good about the poten-
tial, and I am pushing harder than
ever,’’ he said. ‘‘It is good to be this
close, but it sucks to be this close and
not be able to crest that hill. Sooner or
later we’re going to get there, though. I
can promise you that.’’

Nextel Cup

Evernham not letting Kahne throw in the towel just yet

Statesboro High’s boys and
girls varsity teams each came
home with second place trophies
Saturday in the Vidalia
Invitational Cross Country Meet.
Bleckley County was first in both
the boys and girls races, while
Swainsboro finished third in
both events of the 19-team field.

The Blue Devils’ Paul Welle,
the defending Region 3-AAAA
cross country champion, won
the boys division with a blister-
ing time of 16:37 in the 5k
event. Other top Statesboro fin-
ishers were Jordan Jones
(fourth, 17:15), Cam Sutcliff
(18:24), Jared Kilpartrick
(18.48), Steven Harvey (19:03),
Jay Brunson (19:57), and Josh
Pollak (20:41). Each runner
posted their best individual
time so far this season.

In the girls varsity race,
Statesboro’s Morgan VanGorder
finished a strong third, with a
time of 19:53. Kate Brunson was
10th with a time of 21.46. Rosa
Town came in at 22:27, followed
by Tiffany Woodard (22:39),
Jordan Long (23:17), Kate
Handley (23:19), and Lauren
Thomas (23:35). The boys team
average was 18:03, while the
girls turned in a time of 22:01.

In the middle school divi-
sion, a two-mile race,
Statesboro’s top finisher was
Stuart Bauler in 11th place with
a time of 13:09.

The Blue Devils will be in
action again on Saturday when
they travel to Conyers, Ga., to
participate in the Patriot
Invitational. This race features
some of the best athletes in the
state and is usually visited by
several college scouts.

BA battles
Monday’s battle in the sea-

son-long war between cross-
country runners John Manack
of Bulloch Academy and Brian
Remler of Frederica Academy
went to the St. Simons Island
speedster.

Remler took the lead early in
the 3.2-mile race and never
looked back as he clocked a
19:20 on the warm afternoon to
win the 38-runner race. Manack
was a steady second on the first
loop around the BA campus but
fell further behind the Knight
runner. Instead, the BA sopho-
more was slowly challenged by
Frederica’s Adam Higgins.

On the second and final
loop, Higgins hit the dirt road
portion of the course in second
place but Manack caught and
passed him going through the
woods, emerging in second. BA
eighth-grader Phillip Brunson
was hot on Higgins’ heels and
wound up taking fourth.

Gator runners captured the
fifth through eighth spots to
help Bulloch win the varsity
boys’ team title.

The varsity girls race became

anyone’s to win with the
absence of Bulloch Academy
super sophomore Susanna
McKee. McKee has been both-
ered by knee and shin pain dur-
ing the season and has been
given some time off to rest and
recuperate before the region
and state meets.

Frederica’s Katie Macquire
took advantage of the situation
to shine as she won the 32-run-
ner race, clocking a 23:22.
Teammate Haley Watkins took
second with a 23:27. Morgan
Carr of Trinity Christian School
of Dublin was third (24:26),
TCS’s Sarah Everitt was fourth
(24:44) and Jessie Been of
Frederica was fifth (25:34).
Frederica won the girls’ team
title.

Eighth grader Laura Minick
was Bulloch Academy’s highest
finisher, taking ninth place with

a 26:50.
The BA junior varsity girls

almost had a perfect score in
their team meet, having four
runners finish in the top five.
Erin O’Sullivan won the 36-
runner race with a 10:29 on the
1.6-mile course. Emily Morgan
was second (10:46), Haley
Burke was third (10:46) and
Madeline Manack was fourth
(11:00).

Frederica’s John Stroud won
the 33-runner junior varsity
boys’ race with a blistering 9:16.

Bulloch County
Sharks swim well
The Statesboro-Bulloch

County Sharks participated in
the Eighth Annual BYST
Sunsational Invitational Swim
Meet in Brunswick on Sept. 16
and 17.

Sarah Schmidt swam to a
fourth-place finish with an
impressive time of 28.16 in the
50-meter freestyle. Gunther
Griffen, competing in his first
swim meet, placed 18th in both
the 100-m freestyle and 50-m
backstroke.

Chris Stalcup had Top 10
finishes and scored in all eight
of his events. Also scoring for
the Sharks were Marijke Griffin,
Stanley Ngai, J.D. Schmidt,
Sarah Schmidt, and Julie
Stalcup.

Swimming personal best
times were Caroline Crumrine,
Marijke Griffin, Beth Miller,
Laura Miller, J.D. Schmidt,
Sarah Schmidt, Chris Stalcup,
and Julie Stalcup. Leading the
way in improved times was
Laura Miller with a 12.8-second
improvement in the 50-m fly,
followed by Marijke Griffin
with a 14.58-second improve-
ment in the 100-m free.

The Sharks will compete
next in the Carey Hilliard
Invitational in Savannah at the
Chatham County Aquatic
Center on October 27-29.

SEBMS downs
Screven 8-5

Southeast Bulloch Middle
School (7-3) defeated Screven
Friday 8-5 in the first round of
the softball playoffs on
Monday.

Bridget Devlin started the
hitting rally with a hard-hit line
drive between center and right
field, earning her a triple. She
ended up leading the team at
the plate going 3-for-4. Ansley
Rushing was 2-for-4.

Melissa Kennedy pitched the
entire game to earn the win,
striking out five.

Next up is an undefeated
South Effingham squad today
at 4:30 p.m. in Effingham.

Middle School softball will
wrap up on Friday with the
championship game.

BA soccer 
edges PC 3-2

SAVANNAH – Bulloch
Academy nipped region foe
Providence Christian 3-2 in
GISA boys soccer action
Monday at the Chatham Soccer
Complex.

The Gators (4-10-1, 4-2) had
goals from Jeremiah Masters,
Trevor Darden and John
Harden. Bulloch travels to
Hinesville Thursday to battle
another region foe, First
Presbyterian School.

UGA’s Cox, GT’s
Johnson earn awards

Georgia quarterback Joe Cox
was the SEC freshman of the
week after passing for 154 yards
and two TDs in a 14-13 come-
from-behind win against
Colorado.

His 20-yard TD pass to
Matrez Milner with 46 seconds
left was the game-winner.

In the ACC, Georgia Tech
wide receiver Calvin Johnson
had a personal-best 165 yards
and touchdowns. His scores
covered 58 yards and 66 yards in
the Yellow Jackets’ win over
Virginia to earn the award for
offensive backs.

GSU golf sits in 13th
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The

Georgia Southern golf team fin-
ished the second of three rounds
in 13th place Monday evening at
the Shoal Creek Intercollegiate.
The Eagles recorded a 305-
299—604 (+28) with one round
remaining at the par-72, 7,114-
yard course located at the Shoal
Creek Golf Club.

Jordan Johnstun  and Chris
Smith finished the first two are
tied for 38th at +7, 10 strokes
off the individual lead.
Alabama’s team currently leads ,
sitting at even par with one
round to play.

Fastbreak

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Statesboro High’s Paul Welle (upper left) won the boys division of the Vidalia Invitational on Saturday.
Top right: Bulloch Academy junior Matt Williamson (foreground) and eighth-grader Will Johnson seem to
run in unison as they trek along the dirt-road portion of the BA cross-country course Monday afternoon.

SHS, BA cross country teams fare well
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