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GSU Men’s Basketball

Questions linger
over Johnson’s win

MICHELE BOAEN/Staff

Seniors Sean Oliver, Will Dunn and Elton Nesbitt close out their home careers at GSU tonight at 7:30 p.m. in an important matchup against
Davidson.

By JENNA FRYER
AP Motorsports Writer

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.
— Jimmie Johnson is not
Barry Bonds or Mark
McGwire or Marion Jones or

L a n c e
Armstrong. If
there’s an
asterisk to be
put next to
t a i n t e d
accomplish-
ments, don’t
i n c l u d e

Johnson and his Daytona 500
victory.

A cheating scandal at the
start of Speedweeks has unfair-
ly tarnished Johnson’s reputa-
tion and cast a shadow on the
biggest win of his career.

Yes, NASCAR caught crew
chief Chad Knaus making an
illegal modification to the No.
48 Chevrolet and kicked him
out of Daytona. But with the
head coach banned from the
season-opening event,
Johnson prevented his team
from unraveling.

Then, driving a legal car
that sailed through post-race
inspecvion without nary a

misplaced bolt or screw,
Johnson won the Super Bowl
of racing.

But his rivals instantly won-
dered if the win was indeed
legitimate, if the car wasn’t
rigged in a way NASCAR’s
inspectors couldn’t discover,
and if Johnson even deserved
to be there.

There’s no doubt it has
spoiled what should be the
crowning moment of
Johnson’s five-year NASCAR
career.

‘‘We’re not excited to be in
this position and have this
negative thing around us right
now,’’ he said Monday as his
car was inducted into the
museum at Daytona
International Speedway. ‘‘We
won this race. We worked our
butts off for it. We just want
the respect that comes along
with winning the Daytona
500.’’

He’ll be hard-pressed to get
it, and that’s unfortunate for
Johnson.

Johnson is not the cheater
in this situation. His only
crime was trusting his crew

Home for the last time

By ALEX PELLEGRINO
apellegrino@statesboroherald.net

When Elton Nesbitt, Will
Dunn and Sean Olivier take the
court tonight at Hanner
Fieldhouse, they know it’ll be
for the last time. And Georgia
Southern’s seniors have but one
plan.

“All the seniors talked to
everyone and decided to just
leave everything on the table,”
senior guard Elton Nesbitt said.
“This is our last time playing
here, so let’s just go all out.”

With emotions running
high, the Eagles (18-8, 9-4) will
face Southern Conference
heavyweight Davidson (16-9, 9-

4) tonight a 7:30 p.m. in one of
the most important games this
season. Both teams have already
secured first-round tourna-
ment byes but are jockeying for
the highest seed possible and a
shot at postseason play. In a
new rule announced Thursday,
all regular-season conference
champions will earn an auto-
matic bid to the National
Invitational Tournament.

“There will be a lot on the
line for both teams, and there’s
no doubt that we are late in the
season and this is a very huge
game,” Eagle Coach Jeff Price
said. “I think both teams know
how big this game is. Davidson
is, I feel like, the team in the

league everybody has been
chasing. We are going to have to
play extremely well to beat
them. We have to shoot well,
defend well and match their
intensity and physical play for
40 minutes.”

The Eagles will look to rally
around their seniors, who are
largely responsible for the

team’s success thus far, said
Price. In the Jeff Price School of
Thought, a team is only as good
as its seniors.

“(The seniors) are the
biggest key of why we are hav-
ing such a good year,” Price
said. “You’ve got three seniors
who contribute in different
ways, but they all do a lot for
the program. They are three
guys we are truly going to miss,
not just for their basketball but
for all that they’ve done for us
both on and off the court.”

As a SoCon Player of the
Year candidate, the Eagles often

Georgia Southern AMR

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. —
- Chattanooga’s Tiffani
Roberson scored a game-high
24 points, 15 of those in the
first half, as the Lady Mocs
cruised to an 81-60 win over
Georgia Southern Monday
evening at the McKenzie Arena.

Chattanooga extends its win-
ning streak to 22 games, the
longest active streak in the
nation, and improves to 23-3
overall and 17-0 in the Southern
Conference. Georgia Southern
falls to 9-17 and 6-11.

Sophomore Shawnda
Atwood (Pensacola, Fla.) tallied
10 of her team-high 14 points
in the second half, while fresh-
man Ashley Melson (Newnan,
Ga.) notched all 10 of hers in
the opening 20 minutes.
Senior Nicole Newton (Dublin,
Ga.) grabbed a game-best 11
rebounds.

Up nine (38-29) at the half,
the Lady Mocs scored the first
seven points of the second peri-
od with Laura Hall nailing a
three-pointer to put UTC up 44-
29.

A triple by Nicole Mattison
gave Chattanooga a 51-35 lead,
but Georgia Southern worked
the deficit down to 11 after a
lay-up by sophomore
Chequilla Jessie (Sanford, Fla.).
Katasha Brown responded with
a bucket eight seconds later and
Roberson converted a turnover
into two points and UTC’s
advantage was back up to 15.

Chattanooga used a 15-2
run late in the second half to
put the game away.

Georgia Southern started
quick out of the gate, taking a 6-
2 lead on two lay-ups by Melson
and a jumper by Atwood. But

the Chattanooga defense held
GSU to one point over a three
and a half minute stretch, and an
8-1 run capped off by a three-
pointer from Brooke Hand put
UTC on top 10-7.

A jumper by senior Lee
Dubose (Jefferson, Ga.) ended
the field goal drought, but
another began. Hall set off
another Lady Mocs run, this
time 9-2, to lead 19-11.

Down 26-16, Melson single-
handedly brought the Lady
Eagles back, converting on
three straight possessions to cut
the deficit down to 26-22.
However, Roberson answered
on the next trip down the floor
with a three-point play, then
following a turnover, complet-
ed another three-point play,
and in a matter of moments,
the 10-point lead returned.

Lady Mocs win 22 straight

The Associated Press

KISSIMMIEE, Fla. —
After a solid rookie season
that seemed to have solidi-
fied his spot as the left fielder
for the Atlanta Braves, Ryan
Langerhans is taking nothing
for granted.

Last season when the
Braves entered spring train-
ing, injury-prone Brian
Jordan and Raul Mondesi
were the tentative outfield-
ers. Langerhans lurked in the
background with a spot
available if he could earn it,
or if Jordan or Mondesi
broke down.

By DAVID KILMER
dkilmer@statesboroherald.net

Failure and disappointment
can be as powerful a drive
toward accomplishment as
confidence and success. Joyce
Hodges-Hite knows first hand.

Hodges-Hite, at the age of
68, attempted to complete the
JFK 50-mile run along the
Appalachian Trail in
December and failed to finish.
She was removed from the
course by race volunteers
called sweepers, whose  job is
to politely tell runners “you’re
not running fast enough, get
off the course.”

“All I could think of was the
failure,” said Hodges-Hite. “I
knew why but it was one of
those things I couldn’t forget.
“I had done some running on
the Appalachian Trial in
Georgia, but these trails were
granite rocks of all sizes and
covered with leaves. “There
was never any place to run on
that was dirt. I’m very leery of
running when I’m not sure of
my balance. I was running so

slow that walking people could
have passed me.”

Few would fault  a woman
of Hodges’ age, or of any age,
for not running 50 miles. Most
would find the endeavor
quixotic.

As soon as Hodges-Hite
arrived back home to Millen
after the JKF 50 miler, she
scoured the United States for
the next 50-miler. She found
one near Winston N.C. in
January. The race  was low key.
Organizers do not charge reg-
istration fees. Informality is
the norm.

Cut to the chase: Hodges-
Hite finished her 50-miler. It
took 13 hours and 49 minutes.
She ran the last few hours in a
miner’s hat with a light, with a
reflecting vest and reflectors
on her running shoes. I t
was a day where she had to
dodge a rottweiler, a day
where a passerby thought her
husband was a threat and
called police. A day where rain
fell much of the time and 18-

Jimmie Johnson

Running

Special

Millen’s Joyce Hodges-Hite nears the end of completing a 50-
mile run in North Carolina.

Hodges-Hite
reaches her goal
68-year-old woman
completes 50-mile run

Next GSU (18-8, 9-4)

➤Opponent: Davidson (16-9,
9-4)
➤When: where: 7:30 p.m.
Tonight; Hanner Fieldhouse

GSU seniors close out careers at Hanner
with important contest against Davidson

Georgia Southern drops sixth straight
Rookie
wants
more
success

Braves

Daytona 500
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By HOWARD ULMAN
AP Sports Writer

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Curt
Gowdy, one of the signature
voices of sports for a generation
and a longtime broadcaster for
the Boston Red Sox, died
Monday at 86.

He died in Palm Beach after
a long battle with leukemia, Red
Sox spokeswoman Pam Ganley
said.

Gowdy made his broadcast-
ing debut in 1944 and went on
to call the first Super Bowl in
1967 as well as 13 World Series
and 16 All-Star games. He also
called the famous ‘‘Heidi’’ game
in 1968.

In 1951 Gowdy became the
main play-by-play voice on the
Red Sox broadcast team. He left
the Red Sox in 1966 for a 10-
year stint as ‘‘Game of the
Week’’ announcer for NBC. He
also was the longtime host of
the ‘‘American Sportsman’’
series.

‘‘He’s certainly the greatest
play-by-play person up to this
point that NBC sports has ever
had,’’ NBC Universal Sports

chairman Dick Ebersol said
Monday. ‘‘He literally carried
the sports division at NBC for
so many years on his back. ... He
was a remarkable talent and he
was an even more remarkable
human being.’’

Gowdy brought a warm feel
to the broadcast booth, his
commentary always full of
good humor and enthusiasm.
Baseball commissioner Bud
Selig called Gowdy ‘‘one of the
legendary broadcasters of our
game.’’

‘‘His distinct voice was a
comfort to a generation of
baseball fans in New England
and throughout the country,’’
he said.

In his 1960 essay ‘‘Hub Fans
Bid Kid Adieu’’ published in
The New Yorker, John Updike
said Gowdy sounded like
‘‘everybody’s brother-in-law.’’

Longtime NBC broadcaster
Dick Enberg said that if Gowdy
‘‘was calling the game, you
knew it was a major event.

‘‘He was the first superstar of
sports television because he did
all of the big events — the
World Series, the Super Bowl,

NCAA basketball, the Olympics
and his outdoor sportsman
show,’’ Enberg said. ‘‘He’s the
last of the dinosaurs. No one
will ever be the voice of so
many major events at the same
time ever again.’’

George Bodenheimer, presi-
dent of ESPN and ABC Sports,

said Gowdy was a ‘‘pioneer in
our business and set the highest
of standards for everyone in
sports broadcasting.’’

‘‘His many contributions to
ABC, as host of ‘‘American
Sportsman’’ and other ABC
Sports’ programs, are indelible,’’
he said.

GSU baseball hosts
Jacksonville today

The Georgia Southern
baseball team will host
Jacksonville today at 4 p.m.
The Eagles (4-4) are coming
off of a weekend sweep of St.
Joseph’s, while JU is 7-1 and
has won five straight.

Jacksonville handed
Georgia Southern a 10-5 road
loss earlier this season. The
game will be broadcast live on
ESPN 850 AM.

Atlanta partnership
buys baseball team

FORT WAYNE, Ind. (AP)
— An Atlanta-based partner-
ship on Monday bought Fort
Wayne’s minor league baseball
team, with the new owners
saying they were attracted to
the franchise because of its
strong fan base.

The Fort Wayne Wizards, a
Class A affiliate of the San
Diego Padres, had been owned
since 1999 by General Sport
and Entertainment of
Rochester, Mich.

Et Cetera
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Television
CYCLING
1 a.m.

ESPN2 — Tour of California, stage 3, at San
Jose, Calif. (delayed tape)
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m.

ESPN — Illinois at Michigan
7:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — Xavier at Dayton
9 p.m.

ESPN — Alabama at Arkansas
OLYMPICS
5:30 a.m.

MSNBC — Men’s hockey: Latvia vs.
Kazakhstan, Switzerland vs. Italy, Finland vs.
Germany, Canada vs. Czech Republic, and
Sweden vs. Slovakia, at Turin, Italy
6 a.m.

USA — Biathlon: men’s relay Gold Medal
final, at Turin, Italy (same-day tape)
2 p.m.

USA — Men’s hockey: U.S. vs. Russia, at
Turin, Italy
4 p.m.

NBC — Nordic combined: sprint Gold Medal
final; ski jumping: K125-large hill jump; cross
country: 7.5km, at Turin, Italy (same-day tape)
5 p.m.

CNBC — Curling: tiebreaker, at Turin Italy (if
necessary; same-day tape)
8 p.m.

NBC — Figure skating: ladies short program;
bobsled: women’s Gold Medal final; speed
skating: men’s 1500m Gold Medal final, at
Turin, Italy (same-day tape)
12:05 a.m.

NBC — Medals Plaza: award ceremonies, at
Turin Italy (delayed tape)
1:30 a.m.

NBC — Primetime replay, at Turin, Italy
(delayed tape)
SOCCER
2:30 p.m.

ESPN2 — UEFA Champions League, 1/8th
finals, leg 1, Real Madrid CF vs. Arsenal FC, at
Madrid, Spain

Class A
At Valdosta State

Turner County vs. Calvary Day School,
Thursday

Randolph-Clay vs. Dooly County, Thursday
Wilkinson County vs. Terrell County, Friday
McIntosh County Academy vs. Seminole

County, Friday

At Georgia Highlands College, Rome
Southwest Atlanta Christian vs. Aquinas,

Thursday
Bremen vs. Warren County, Thursday
Jefferson vs. Whitefield Academy, Friday
Hancock Central vs. Temple, Friday

Class AA
At Savannah St.

Thomasville vs. Lamar County, Thursday
Bacon County vs. Manchester, Thursday
Greenville vs. Early County, Friday
Dublin vs. Mitchell-Baker, Friday

At Mt. Zion High School, Jonesboro
Lovett vs. Wesleyan, Thursday
Darlington vs. East Hall, Thursday
Buford vs. Grady, Friday
Putnam County vs. Decatur, Friday

Class AAA
At Albany Civic Center

Troup vs. Butler, Thursday
Spencer vs. Perry, Thursday
Washington County vs. Shaw, Friday
Liberty County vs. Westover, Friday

At Marietta High School
Westlake vs. Franklin County, Thursday
Druid Hills vs. Oconee County, Thursday

Hart County vs. Dunwoody, Friday
Gainesville vs. M.L. King, Friday

Class AAAA
At Columbus St.

Bainbridge vs. Warner Robins, Thursday
Americus-Sumter vs. Carver-Columbus,

Thursday
Douglas County vs. Evans, Friday
Griffin vs. Baldwin, Friday

At Northwest Georgia Trade Center, Dalton
Columbia vs. Clarke Central, Thursday
St. Pius X vs. Woodland, Thursday
Cedar Shoals vs. Miller Grove, Friday
Murray County vs. Tucker, Friday

Class AAAAA
At Macon Centreplex

Houston County vs. Savannah, Thursday
Tri-Cities vs. Beach, Thursday
Newnan vs. Redan, Friday
Mundy’s Mill vs. Douglass, Friday

Centennial at South Cobb, Tuesday
Peachtree Ridge at Wheeler, Tuesday
Milton at Meadowcreek, Tuesday
Harrison at Norcross, Tuesday

Thursday, Feb.23

Class A
At Valdosta State

Atkinson County vs. Savannah Country Day,
Thursday

Randolph-Clay vs. Hawkinsville, Thursday
Wilkinson County vs. Pacelli Catholic, Friday
McIntosh County Academy vs. Seminole

County, Friday

At Georgia Highlands College, Rome
Landmark Christian vs. Jefferson, Thursday
St. Francis vs. Social Circle, Thursday
Hebron Christian Academy vs. Southwest

Atlanta Christian, Friday
Hancock Central vs. W.D. Mohammed, Friday

Class AA
At Savannah State

Cook vs. West Laurens, Thursday
Brantley County vs. Dodge County, Thursday
Swainsboro vs. Early County, Friday
Screven County vs. Fitzgerald, Friday

At Mt. Zion High School, Jonesboro
Pace Academy vs. Greater Atlanta Christian,

Thursday
Model vs. East Hall, Thursday
Wesleyan vs. Holy Innocents’, Friday
Laney vs. Dade County, Friday

Class AAA
At Albany Civic Center

Worth County vs. Richmond Academy,
Thursday

Kendrick vs. Northeast, Thursday
Southwest vs. Columbus, Friday
Hephzibah vs. LaGrange, Friday

At Marietta High School
Avondale vs. Monroe Area, Thursday
Carrollton vs. Gainesville, Thursday
North Hall vs. Towers, Friday
Johnson-Gainesville vs. Cartersville, Friday

Class AAAA
At Columbus State

Effingham County vs. Northside-Warner
Robins, Thursday

Jones County vs. Sandy Creek, Thursday
Hardaway vs. Greenbrier, Friday
Westside-Macon vs. Ware County, Friday

At Northwest Georgia Trade Center, Dalton
Mays vs. Dalton, Thursday
St. Pius X vs. Salem, Thursday

Clarke Central vs. Etowah, Friday
Northwest Whitfield vs. Marist, Friday

Class AAAAA
At Macon Centreplex

Houston County vs. Bradwell Institute,
Thursday

Stephenson vs. Newnan, Thursday
Lovejoy vs. Colquitt County, Friday
Beach vs. Redan, Friday

Brookwood at Campbell, Wednesday
South Gwinnett at McEachern, Wednesday
Mill Creek at Pebblebrook, Wednesday
Marietta at Collins Hill, Wednesday

Record Pts Pvs
1.Duke(26) 25-1 770

2
2.Villanova 21-2 730

4
3.Memphis(3) 24-2 706

3
4.Connecticut(2) 23-2

700 1
5.Gonzaga 22-3 645

5
6.GeorgeWashington 22-1

594 8
7.Texas 22-4 568

6
8.Illinois 22-4 497

13
9.Florida 22-4 483

7
10. Pittsburgh 20-4 473
9
11. Tennessee 19-4 457
10
12. OhioState 19-4 431
12

13. BostonCollege 21-5
428 15
14. N.C.State 21-5 366
18
15. WestVirginia 18-7
298 11
16. MichiganState 19-7
280 16
17. UCLA 20-6 263
14
18. Kansas 19-6 233
22
19. Washington 20-5
197 21
20. Oklahoma 17-6 178
19
21. NorthCarolina 17-6
167 23
22. Iowa 20-7 147
20
23. Georgetown 17-7
141 17
24. LSU 18-7 99
25
25. GeorgeMason 21-5
48 —

Others receiving votes: Wisconsin 32;

UAB 23; Bucknell 21; Northern Iowa 21;

Nevada 17; Colorado 10; Marquette 9;

California 8; Iona 6; Alabama 5; Murray State 5;

San Diego State 5; Michigan 4; Western

Kentucky 4; Air Force 3; North Carolina-

Wilmington 3.

BASEBALL
American League

DETROIT TIGERS—Agreed to terms with
RHP Franklyn German, RHP Fernando
Rodney, INF Don Kelly, INF Kody Kirkland and
OF Curtis Granderson on one-year contracts.

National League
LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Agreed to

terms with INF Willy Aybar, RHP Yhency
Brazoban, RHP Jonathan Broxton, RHP Jose
Diaz, OF Andre Ethier, SS Joel Guzman, LHP
Tim Hamulack, RHP D.J. Houlton, LHP Hong-
Chih Kuo, INF Andy LaRoche, INF James
Loney, C Russell Martin, LHP Greg Miller, C
Dioner Navarro, RHP Franquelis Osoria, OF
Jason Repko, OF Cody Ross, OF Jayson
Werth and INF Delwyn Young on one-year con-
tracts.

MILWAUKEE BREWERS—Agreed to terms
with LHP Dana Eveland, RHP Derrick Turnbow
and 1B Prince Fielder on one-year contracts.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Named Scott
Palmer director of media and public affairs and
Rob Brooks manager of broadcasting.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Named Jim Malone
mplayer to be named.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Signed F Vin
Baker.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

CHICAGO BEARS—Named Gill Byrd defen-
sive quality control coach and Lloyd Lee defen-
sive assistant.

NEW YORK JETS—Named Richie Anderson
assistant wide receivers coach, Bryan Cox
assistant defensive line coach, Mike Devlin
assistant offensive line coach, Andy Dickerson
coaches assistant, Jim Herrmann linebackers
coach, Noel Mazzone wide receivers coach,
Jason Michael offensive quality control coach,
Brett Bech and Rick Lyle assistant strength and
conditioning coaches, Jimmy Raye running
backs coach, Brian Schottenheimer offensive
coordinator, Bob Sutton defensive coordinator
and Tony Wise offensive line coach.
COLLEGE

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE—Fined
the University of Arkansas $5,000 for violating
the policy for access to competition areas.

Fastbreak

On The Air

Boys State Hoops Playoffs

Girls Hoops State Playoffs

Legendary announcer Gowdy dies

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sports announcer Curt Gowdy called the first Super Bowl and 13
World Series during his career.

wheelers whizzed by her as she
ran in the road.

It was also a day of immense
gratification.

“It was an experience I
wouldn’t trade,” said Hodges-
Hite. “It was four days before I
could walk normally. The word
running wasn’t in my vocabu-
lary for a week.

Hodges-Hite took off from
the starting line at 7:30 a.m.
Nearly the entire race was on
concrete roads, the entire 50
miles without a running lane.
Hodges-Hite’s husband, Jim,
trailed her in a car. It was a good
day to run with temperatures in

the 50s but rain soon started,
causing chaffing and her wet
soggy clothing weighed her
down.

Hodges-Hite ran nearly all
the race on two-lane roads, past
homes and over bridges in the
North Carolina countryside.
She brought pepper spray to
ward off possible dog attacks
and it paid off.

“A rottweiler had bitten
someone last year,” Hodges-
Hite said.“He made a run at me
but Jim (Hodges-Hite’s hus-
band) got out of the car and got
between us.”

Her husband’s slow trailing

of her led a passerby to believe
something was afoul.

“A fellow in a truck stopped
and asked if Jim was having car
trouble,” said Hodges Hite. “I
said no that he was helping me
but they must have misunder-
stood because about 15 min-
utes later a police car came and
asked if he was bothering me.”

Hodges-Hite said she strug-
gled the last few miles, covering
one mile in 28 minutes, alter-
nating between walking and
running. She was surprised
with her time.

“Someone told me I fin-
ished under 14 hours and I

didn’t believe them. I thought
they were telling me a lie,” she
said.

A week after completing the
50-mile run, Hodges-Hite ran a
half marathon in Savannah. In
April, she’ll turn  69. She’s not
finished yet with this long-dis-
tance running obsession. She
wants to run further. She dis-
covered a 100k race (61 miles)
in the south of France when she
visited some friends in 2002.
The race and distance captivat-
ed and has motivated her. Her
goal is to run the race in 2008.
She’ll be 71 when the race
starts.

rally around Nesbitt, the
school’s fifth all-time leading
scorer after just three seasons
at Georgia Southern. He
joined the Eagles as a sopho-
more out of Compton
Community College. Nesbitt is
20 points away from being the
only Eagle player to score at
least 600 points in multiple
seasons, and he’s two free
throws shy of the school record
in a career. Nesbitt’s 92 3-
pointers this season is two
short of setting a new single-
season record, currently
owned by Charlton Young
with 93.

“Elton’s play on the court is
tremendous, and he comes to
work every day in practice,”
Price said.“He brings an inten-
sity that we are going to miss.
His numbers speak for them-
selves.”

Forwards Dunn and Olivier
help give the Eagles depth and
strength inside.

“Willie has been a tremen-
dous leader on and off the
court,” Price said. “He’s a great
locker room guy and a first-
class individual, and as of late,
he’s been great on the court
also. He’s playing really well for
us. Sean has been around here
five years and has just been a
good person for our program.
He gives us good minutes, and
we’re going to miss his size.”

The seniors have also had a
positive impact on the team’s
chemistry, an area the Eagles
have felt good about all season.
Having seniors who under-
stand their place has certainly
helped, said Price.

“Sean gets very few shots on
the team, but he accepts his
role and what he has to do,”
Price said. “Will Dunn doesn’t
say a word if he plays one
minute or 39 minutes. He just
wants to win basketball games.
I think Elton has been
extremely unselfish this year.
And that’s why we’re good.”

Dunn, who transferred in
from Compton Community
College as a junior, said it’s sad
to think about playing his final
game in Hanner.

“It’s a good feeling to play
here, and I have a lot of good
memories with only two years
here,” Dunn said. “We’ve had a
lot of good and bad times here.
It’s going to be really hard to
leave, but I definitely want to
leave with a win. I’ll remember

the energy, the level of intensi-
ty when we play at home, the
Hanner Hooligans and the
winning streak we accumulat-
ed.”

Olivier also recalls plenty of
good memories.

“It’s been a great experience
being here for five years,”
Olivier said. “I’ve enjoyed my
past teammates and the ones
I’m playing with now. The
coaching staff has been great,
and I’m hoping we can close
out my last game at home with
a win. I’m going to remember
all the good moments, the
great comeback wins we’ve
had, and the unbelievable
home crowd.”

Georgia Southern lost at
Davidson, 83-58, earlier this
season, but Price is hoping his
team has put that behind them
and “realize this is an entirely
different game.” The Eagles
will also be looking to get back
on track after Wofford halted
their six-game winning streak
Saturday in Spartanburg.

“We are playing one the
toughest teams in our confer-
ence on a big night, so we def-
initely have to come ready to
play,” Olivier said.“The seniors
have to be ready to step up and
everybody has to come and
contribute.”

Nesbitt wasn’t at full
strength in the Wofford loss
and his back is still aching
from a hard fall he took after
being intentionally fouled last
week at the College of
Charleston. Price said if he had
to do it again, he might not
have played Nesbitt at all
Saturday. Nesbitt said his back
is loosening up, and he felt
about 90 percent at Monday
afternoon’s practice.

He also said he’s trying not
to think too much about play-
ing his final game in Hanner.

“I’m going to miss the fans,
the excitement – everything,”
Nesbitt said. “It’s always in the
back of my mind that this is my
last game here. I’m just going to
try to give the crowd what they
came for – something good. It’s
my last time playing here, and
I’m just going to go all out. It’s
been a blessing to play three
years here.

“And as long as we come
out with a win, I’ll feel good.”

Alex Pellegrino can be
reached at (912) 489-9413.

GSU SENIORS from page 12

HODGES-HITE from page 12

chief to prepare him a car that
was capable of competing in
the Daytona 500 while meeting
NASCAR’s approval.

He doesn’t ask questions,
doesn’t inquirg about setups,
shocks or spoilers. His only
job is to climb into the car
Knaus gives him and go as fast
as he can.

So when Knaus or any
other crew chief tries to sneak
something through tech —
and make no mistake about,
most in the garage are in con-
stant search of a way to get
something past NASCAR —
the driver is the last one to

know.
‘‘Your crew chief, no matter

how great a relationship he has
with the driver, the less people
that know about (cheating) the
better,’’ Dale Earnhardt Jr. said.

Has his own crew chief ever
cheated? Junior didn’t flinch.

‘‘He knows I got a big
mouth,’’ he said. ‘‘If he’s cheat-
ing, he ain’t telling me.’’

So Johnson wasn’t in
cahoots with Knaus, and if any-
one else on the crew was
involved, they aren’t saying.
Instead, they kept their mouths
shut, rebuilt the car to make it
legal and got ready for the Great

American Race.
With or without Knaus,

winning on Sunday was never
going to be easy. Johnson has a
shaky record at restrictor-
plate tracks and has routinely
been blamed for triggering
multi-car accidents.

No matter how strong his
car was, making it to the finish
line was still going vo come
down to patience, skill and
luck. Johnson had to look back
at all his previous mistakes and
avoid repeating them.

He couldn’t be too aggres-
sive, or force his way to the
front too early and risk showing

his hand. So he stayed low until
it was time to go.

Johnson charged to the front
with 14 laps remaining, then
held on over two restarts to
complete the cleanest Daytona
race he’s ever run.

His friends in the garage rec-
ognized that and applauded
Johnson’s effort.

‘‘The fact that they got
caught earlier in the week took
every doubt out of my mind
that they actually would do
anything to possibly cheat in
this race,’’ said runner-up Casey
Mears. ‘‘I think it was a well
earned victory.’’

By the end of the spring, it
was apparent the Langerhans
would get one of the spots after
a strong Grapefruit League sea-
son. He went on to produce
decent numbers, batting .267
with 8 homers and 42 RBIs, but
he also knows his hold on the

job is tenuous.
When rookie Jeff Francoeur

dazzled the National League
after his June call-up, and
Andruw Jones’ 51 homers, that
leaves just one available spot,
and Jordan said he wants it.

Kelly Johnson who hit nine

homers in 87 games is also in
the mix. That doesn’t faze
Langerhans, who can hit two all
fields and showed an excellent
ability to hit in the clutch last
season as the Braves won their
14th straight division title.

‘‘I’m not taking anything for

granted,’’ Langerhans said. ‘‘I
had a decent year last season,
but I am not satisfied. “

Langerhans will likely hit
near the bottom of the Braves
order this year if he beats out
Jordan, who played in only 76
games last season.

JOHNSON from page 12

LANGERHANS from page 12
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