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Prep Football Playoffs

Womack field finale
By BOBBY MATHEWS
bmathews@statesboroherald.net

The Southwest DeKalb
Panthers (9-3) are facing more
than the Statesboro Blue Devils
(12-0) tonight.

They’re also facing history.
Over the past two seasons,

the Blue Devils have lost only
one game at Womack Field – a
heartbreaker last year in the
state championship game to
Warner Robins.

Then add this fact: Tonight
is the last game at the current
incarnation of Womack Field,
which is being torn down as
part of the plan for a new high
school and athletic facilities.

“For our seniors, I hope that
can be a motivational tool to
finish strong,” said Statesboro
coach Steve Pennington. “But it
has to be just another step in

moving forward to our ulti-
mate goal, which is playing in –
and winning – a state champi-
onship.”

And the seniors know that
this game is important. It’s
their last game on their home
field. If the Blue Devils win
tonight – and win in the
Georgia Dome – they will host
the state championship game at
Paulson Stadium instead of
Womack, due to seating limita-
tions.

“How you’re going to look
on the rest of your life is how
you played your last game
here,” said senior center Ryan
Waters.

“It’s very important,” said
senior fullback Chuck Nelson.
“We’ve played a lot of big
games on that field. How we go
out tomorrow night is going to
have a lot to do with how peo-
ple think of this team.”

For some, however, the
impact of the game is just now
becoming apparent.

“It’s kind of hard to imagine
something this big sneaking up
on you,” said senior tight end
Kyle Cullen, “but it has.”

Others look back on their
careers and see a lot of success
at Womack Field.

“I’ve lost one game on that

A victory
gives BA
title shot
By RAHN HUTCHESON
Special to the Herald

The Bulloch Academy
Gators are rummaging
through their closets, looking
for something they haven’t
used in seven years.

Their dancing shoes.
For the first time since

1998, the Gators have
advanced to the semifinal
game of the Georgia
Independent School
Association (GISA) Class AA
football playoffs. A win
means that Bulloch will be
going to the Big Dance … the
state championship game.

“I’m very excited for our
school and our kids,” said
Bulloch Academy head coach
Clint Morgan. “It just shows
what hard work will do for
you. Our kids deserve to be
here.”

On Friday, Bulloch (9-2-
1) will travel more than four
hours to Woodbury, Ga.,
which is near Thomaston, to
battle undefeated Flint River
Academy in one semifinal
contest. The other game will
be held in nearby Bellville,
where Pinewood hosts
Tiftarea.

For the Gators, just get-
ting to the third round of
post-season play is an
accomplishment.

“Being where we are right
now is one of many goals
that we set at the beginning
of the season,” said Morgan.
“But we are not going to be
satisfied with just being
there. We still have two goals
left to accomplish and we are

Ga. Tech nailed with
two-year probation
By CHARLES ODUM
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — The NCAA
placed Georgia Tech on two
years probation Thursday for
using 17 academically ineligi-
ble athletes in four sports,
including 11 in football.

It is the first time Georgia
Tech has been placed on pro-
bation. The school had pro-
posed self-imposed sanctions,
including one year on proba-
tion.

Georgia Tech argued the
violations were not intentional
and may appeal the penalties.

‘‘We are disappointed by
the ruling of the NCAA
Committee on Infractions,’’
Georgia Tech athletic director
Dave Braine said. ‘‘Yes, mis-
takes were made, but they were
inadvertent and confined to a
small number of cases when
you consider that we reviewed
more than 800 transcripts.’’

The NCAA’s Committee on
Infractions accepted the
school’s proposed scholarship
reductions in football and
men’s and women’s track. A
violation also was found in the
women’s swimming program,
but the swimmer involved was
not on scholarship, so that
program was not penalized
with a scholarship reduction.

There were no TV or bowl
restrictions placed on the foot-
ball program.

Georgia Tech already
reduced its 2005 football sign-
ing class by six and also will
reduce its 2006 signing class by
six.

The NCAA added a limit of
79 total grants-in-aid for the
2006-07 and 2007-08 academ-
ic years in football, down from
the normal limit of 85. Georgia
Tech’s self-imposed reduction

of scholarships this year did
not include a corresponding
overall limit on scholarships.

There are 83 scholarship
players on this year’s football
team.

Also, the NCAA vacated
Tech’s records in the sports
between the 1998-99 and
2004-05 academic years and
issued a public reprimand and
censure.

Gene Marsh, a law profes-
sor at Alabama who chaired
the investigating committee,
said Tech’s registrars and aca-
demic advisers were inade-
quately trained in NCAA regu-
lations.

Marsh said the committee
concluded the ‘‘institutional
failure’’ to train the employees
on NCAA rules ‘‘constitutes a
non-debatable lack of institu-
tional control.’’

Marsh said the committee
was influenced by the fact
some of the 11 football players,
who were not named, were
stars.

‘‘Many of these student-
athletes were prominent mem-
bers of the team, including
multiple-year starters who had
received conference and
national recognition for their
athletic performances,’’ Marsh
said.

‘‘It is impossible to say what
part it played, but it did play a
part,’’ Marsh said.

Marsh said the committee
found six student-athletes
were allowed to count grades
of D for satisfactory progress
even though their majors
required grades of C or better.
Four were allowed to continue
in athletics despite lacking the
necessary percentage of degree
requirements.

Braine said ‘‘it can’t hurt’’ to
appeal the penalties.

The longest run for Hodges-Hite
By DAVID KILMER
dkilmer@statesboroherald.net

One lap around a track was
how it all started for Joyce
Hodges-Hite. One lap was all
she could run back in 1980.
Hodges-Hite was 43 at the time.
Skip forward 25 years and in
that span, Hodges-Hite has
added considerable mileage to
her one-lap start.

She’s run 103 marathons, six
50ks and on Saturday, Hodges-
Hite will run a distance most
people would shake their head
at in amazement, even more so
when the runner is a 68-year-
old grandmother.

There’s a race called the JFK
50-miler, taking place in
Hagerstown, Md. and Hodges-

Hite will be on the starting line
at 7 a.m., attempting to run
those 50 miles.

“I think I can do this,” said
Millen’s Hodges-Hite,”

The national record for her
age group is just under 10
hours. That’s probably out of
her reach but not unconceiv-
able. Hodges-Hite has run a 50k
(31 miles) best of five hours
and four minutes. But that was
14 years ago. Her latest
marathon (26.2-miles) time is
5:22 and her most recent 50k
time was six hours, which, by
the way, was a Georgia record.
Hodges-Hite ran that race just
two weeks after running her

100th marathon.
Hodges-Hite said the moti-

vation to run a 50-mile race at
her age, has to do with age. At
the JFK race, there are cutoff
times at various distances. Fall
short of the times and your day
is finished. Hodges-Hite will be
wearing the cutoff times taped
to her arm to monitor her
progress.

“The more I thought about
it, I’m going to be slowing
down and they are not going to
want me in these races,” said
Hodges-Hite.

This race will be a new expe-
rience for Hodges-Hite. She’s
never run for more than seven

hours and that was a 50k in
Indiana through a course cov-
ered in snow and ice.

The 50-miler will wind
through parts of the
Appalachian Trail and on dirt
roads passing by small
Maryland towns.

“It will be through woods
and trails, which is more fun
than running down the street,”
said Hodges-Hite

Bodycopy: Getting started
Hodges-Hite took up run-

ning after her then husband
suffered a stroke. They played
some tennis together before his
illness.

“I couldn’t play tennis but I
could run by myself,” said

GSU basketball teams on the road this weekend

File

Blue Devils’ linebacker Cory Rushing grabs a handful of jersey last week in a win over Douglas County.

Ga. Tech Athletics

MICHELLE BOAEN/Staff

Millen’s Joyce Hodges-Hite, 68, will attempt to complete a 50-
mile run Saturday.

Local Sports

Women open season at Florida State
By ALEX PELLEGRINO
apellegrino@statesboroherald.net

Forget easing into things.
The Georgia Southern

women’s basketball team kicks
off its season tonight with a 7
p.m. matchup with Florida
State in Tallahassee.

It’s certainly not an easy way
to open a season, but don’t
think this young bunch is
intimidated by its Atlantic
Coast Conference opponent.

“They are people just like we
are,” said senior Nicole
Newton. “They put on their
pants one leg at a time, so it’s

nothing to be scared of.”
Christa Waterman will

debut as a starter tonight for
the first time in her collegiate
career. The sophomore forward
saw action in 29 games off the
bench last year.

Men look to go above .500 mark

See HODGES-HITE,  Page 3B

What’s Next
➤ If the Blue Devils win
tonight, they will head to the
Georgia Dome for the semifi-
nals of the AAAA playoffs. A
win at the dome, and the
Devils host the championship
game in Paulson Stadium
Dec. 2.

See WOMEN, Page 3B

See SHS, Page 3B See BA.  Page 3B

By ALEX PELLEGRINO
apellegrino@statesboroherald.net

Given the level of competi-
tion in the Lubbock Region of
last week’s 2K Sports Coaches
vs. Cancer Classic, a 1-1 start
isn’t bad for the Georgia

Southern men’s basketball
team. But they feel like they
should be better.

“We are happy, but we could
have come back 2-0,” said sen-
ior guard Elton Nesbitt, who
leads the team with 18.5 points
per game.

In the season-opening tour-
nament, the Eagles picked up a
first-round win over Portland
before falling to the Big 12’s
Texas Tech by 13 points in the
championship game of the

See MEN'S  HOOPS, Page 3B
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Radio
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS
7 p.m.

107.3 FM WMCD —SHS/SW DeKalb
ESPN 850 AM — BA/Flint River

GSU BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.

WZBX 106-5 FM — GSU/Kansas St.

Television
Friday, Nov. 18
AUTO RACING
6 p.m.

SPEED — NASCAR, Nextel Cup, ‘‘Happy
Hour Series,’’ final practice for Ford 400, at
Homestead, Fla. (same-day tape)
8 p.m.

SPEED — NASCAR, Craftsman Truck
Series, Ford 200, at Homestead, Fla.
BOXING
11 p.m.

SHO — Chad Dawson (18-0-0) vs. Ian
Gardner (19-2-0), for vacant NABO super mid-
dleweight championship; junior welterweights,
Benjamin Flores (11-0-0) vs. Daniel Jimenez
(13-1-1), at New Haven, Conn.
GOLF
8 a.m.

ESPN — PGA Tour/WGC, Algarve World
Cup, second round, at Algarve, Portugal
3 p.m.

TGC — LPGA, ADT Championship, second
round, at West Palm Beach, Fla.
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
7 p.m.

ESPN2 — Coaches vs. Cancer Classic, third
place game, teams TBA, at New York
9 p.m.

ESPN2 — Coaches vs. Cancer Classic,
championship game, teams TBA, at New York
NBA BASKETBALL
7 p.m.

ESPN — Orlando at Cleveland
9:30 p.m.

ESPN — Detroit at Houston
TENNIS
6 a.m.

ESPN2 — ATP, Tennis Masters Cup
Shanghai, round robin, at Shanghai, China
4 p.m.

ESPN2 — ATP, Tennis Masters Cup
Shanghai, round robin, at Shanghai, China
(same-day tape

BASEBALL
American League

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Named Mike
Berger and Jim D’Aloia professional scouts.
National League

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Agreed to terms
with OF Jason Bay on a four-year contract.
Eastern League

NEW BRITAIN ROCK CATS— Announced
Stu Cliburn, pitching coach, was promoted to
Rochester of the IL. Named Gary Lucas pitch-
ing coach.
BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS—Signed G
Howard Eisley.
HOCKEY
National Hockey League

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS—Waived C
Todd Marchant. Recalled F Alexandre Picard
and F Ben Simon from Syracuse of the AHL.
Assigned F Jaroslav Balastik and F Mike Rupp
to Syracuse.

MINNESOTA WILD—Recalled D Kurtis
Foster from Houston of the AHL. Placed D
Andrei Zyuzin on injured reserve.

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS—Assigned G
Marc-Andre Fleury to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton of
the AHL.
ECHL

IDAHO STEELHEADS—Announced C
D’Arcy McConvey has been recalled to Iowa of
the AHL.

PHOENIX ROADRUNNERS—Signed F

Peter Trovato and F Brad Wanchulak.
LACROSSE
National Lacrosse League

CALGARY ROUGHNECKS—Signed G Matt
Morehouse to a two-year contract.
SOCCER
Major League Soccer

REAL SALT LAKE—Acquired D Douglas
Sequeira and M Christian Jimenez from Chivas
USA for D Brian Dunseth. Acquired the rights
to M Diego Walsh from Kansas City for a 2007
third-round supplemental draft pick.
Announced the retirement of D Brian Kamler to
become the team’s director of soccer develop-
ment.
Major Indoor Soccer League

BALTIMORE BLAST—Acquired F Ibrahim
Kante from California for D Adilson DeLima.
COLLEGE

MISERICORDIA—Named Melissa
DeCesaris and Albie Biggs women’s assistant
basketball coaches and Andre Little men’s
assistant basketball coach.

Through Nov. 16
Scoring

G FG FT PTS AVG
Iverson, Phil. 9 95 90 287 31.9
Bryant, LAL 8 98 55 251 31.4
James, Clev. 8 78 55 224 28.0
Arenas, Wash. 7 65 40 189 27.0
Redd, Mil. 7 59 54 185 26.4
Nowitzki, Dall. 7 63 36 180 25.7
Pierce, Bos. 8 67 58 203 25.4
Wade, Mia. 8 68 59 196 24.5
Allen, Sea. 8 64 44 193 24.1
Brand, LAC 8 70 46 186 23.3
Hamilton, Det. 7 69 19 159 22.7
Artest, Ind. 7 51 45 158 22.6
Carter, N.J. 8 65 40 179 22.4
Parker, S.A. 8 77 23 177    22.1
Richard  G.S. 9 75 31 196 21.8
Duncan, S.A. 8 70 33 174 21.8
O’Neal, Ind. 7 56 38 150 21.4

Stojakovic, Sac. 8 55 36 171 21.4
Garnett, Minn. 7 61 26 149 21.3
Jamison, Wash. 7 55 28 148 21.1

———
FG Percentage

FG FGA PCT
Collison, Sea. 33 51 .647
Battier, Mem. 43 69 .623
Iguodala, Phil. 41 68 .603
Mourning, Mia. 34 57 .596
Brand, LAC 70 118 .593
Haywood, Wash. 28 48 .583
Garnett, Minn. 61 106 .575
Parker, S.A. 77 134 .575
Harris, Dall. 29 51 .569
Sweetney, Chi. 31 55 .564

———
Rebounds

G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Camby, Den. 9 28 95 123 13.7
Marion, Phoe. 7 27 64 91 13.0
Howard, Orl. 7 26 56 82 11.7
B. Walnace,Det. 7 21 61 82 11.7
Duncan, S.A. 8 24 67 91 11.4
Bosh, Tor. 8 32 56 88 11.0
Randolph, Port. 6 22 44 66 11.0
Webber, Phil. 9 23 66 89 9.9
Jamison, Wash. 7 15 54 69 9.9
Garnett, Minn. 7 10 58 68 9.7

———
Assists

G AST AVG
Nash, Phoe. 7 81 11.6
Ford, Mil. 7 67 9.6
Billups, Det. 7 66 9.4
Iverson, Phil. 9 74 8.2
Cassell, LAC 8 65 8.1
Davis, G.S. 8 64 8.0
Miller, Den. 9 69 7.7
Wade, Mia. 8 61 7.6
Knight, Char. 8 56 7.0
Kidd, N.J. 8 55 6.9

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 6 3 .667—
New Jersey 4 4 .5001 1/2
Boston 3 5 .3752 1/2
New York 2 6 .2503 1/2
Toronto 0 8 .0005 1/2
Southeast Division

W L Pct GB
Miami 5 3 .625—
Washington 5 3 .625—
Orlando 3 4 .4291 1/2
Charlotte 3 6 .3332 1/2
Atlanta 0 7 .0004 1/2
Central Division

W L Pct GB
Detroit 7 0 1.000 —
Cleveland 6 2 .7501 1/2
Milwaukee 5 2 .7142
Indiana 4 3 .5713
Chicago 3 4 .4294
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB
San Antonio 6 2 .750—
Dallas 5 2 .714 1/2
Memphis 6 3 .667 1/2
Houston 3 4 .4292 1/2
New Orleans 2 5 .2863 1/2
Northwest Division

W L Pct GB
Minnesota 4 4 .500—
Portland 3 3 .500—
Denver 4 5 .444 1/2
Utah 4 5 .444 1/2
Seattle 3 5 .3751
Pacific Division

W L Pct GB
L.A. Clippers 6 2 .750—
Golden State 5 4 .5561 1/2
L.A. Lakers 4 4 .5002
Phoenix 3 4 .4292 1/2
Sacramento 3 5 .3753

———
Thursday’s Games

Minnesota 109, Washington 98
Atlanta at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Houston at San Antonio, 9:30 p.m.

Friday’s Games
Charlotte at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Utah at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
New York at Denver, 9 p.m.
Detroit at Houston, 9:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Golden State at Portland, 10 p.m.
Chicago at Seattle, 10:30 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

Saturday’s Games
New Orleans at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Washington at New Jersey, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Detroit at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Memphis at Utah, 9 p.m.

Sunday’s Games
Portland at New York, Noon
Miami at Toronto, 1 p.m.
Golden State at L.A. Clippers, 3:30 p.m.
Houston at Indiana, 6 p.m.
Memphis at Denver, 9 p.m.
Sacramento at Seattle, 9 p.m.
Chicago at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
N.Y. Rangers 11 7 3 25 67 53
Philadelphia 11 4 2 24 72 58
N.Y. Islanders 10 9 0 20 60 66
New Jersey 8 8 2 18 52 64
Pittsburgh 6 8 6 18 60 83
Northeast Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Montreal 13 3 3 29 61 54
Ottawa 13 3 0 26 76 33
Toronto 11 7 2 24 73 70
Buffalo 10 9 0 20 65 67
Boston 7 8 5 19 65 73
Southeast Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 14 3 1 29 67 49
Tampa Bay 8 9 3 19 60 62
Florida 6 9 4 16 43 55
Atlanta 7 10 1 15 64 65
Washington 7 12 0 14 52 84
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Central Division
W L OT Pts GF GA

Detroit 15 4 1 31 73 45
Nashville 12 2 3 27 52 45
Chicago 7 11 0 14 50 69
Columbus 5 14 0 10 34 64
St. Louis 3 12 3 9 46 72
Northwest Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Vancouver 12 5 2 26 63 54
Calgary 12 7 2 26 54 53
Colorado 10 6 2 22 73 59
Edmonton 10 9 1 21 60 59
Minnesota 8 9 2 18 50 45
Pacific Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 12 6 1 25 66 58
Los Angeles 12 6 1 25 70 53
Phoenix 9 10 2 20 55 55
San Jose 8 8 2 18 48 60
Anaheim 7 8 4 18 51 55

Two points for a win, one point for overtime
loss or shootout loss.

———
Thursday’s Games

Buffalo 8, Washington 5
Toronto 4, Boston 1
Carolina 5, N.Y. Rangers 1
Florida at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.
Detroit at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Vancouver at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

Fastbreak
16-year-old jockey

killed
GROVE CITY, Ohio (AP)

— Josh Radosevich was born
into the life of training and rid-
ing horses, so he didn’t think of
himself as young among jock-
eys when he started racing pro-
fessionally at 16.

‘‘That’s always what his
dream was — to ride, ride,
ride,’’ his grandmother,
Jacqueline Radosevich, said
Thursday at the 40-horse farm
south of Columbus run by Jake
and Shelly Radosevich, the
boy’s parents.

On Wednesday, six weeks
into his career, the jockey was
killed when the horse he was
aboard broke a leg and rolled
over him during a race at
Beulah Park.

Jockeys younger than 16
aren’t allowed to ride, but some
of the youngest have made
names for themselves in short
order. Steve Cauthen led the
country in wins as a 17-year-
old in 1977. Randall Toups, a

16-year-old apprentice, has five
wins in this year’s fall meet at
Churchill Downs in ‘‘He
never had a chance,’’ jockey
Yuri Yaranga said in Spanish.
His horse Tradewest leaped
over the fallen pair.

Radosevich is believed to be
the third jockey to die in Ohio
since 1989, said Sam Zonak,
executive director of Ohio State
Racing Commission.

Statesboro girls’ JV
wins

Briana Ross, Cassandra
McBride and Tiffany Lee all
scored in doubles figures to
lead the Lady Devils to a 43-41
victory.

Portal Middle School
boys win

The Portal Middle School
boys’ basketball team defeated
Effingham 33-16 in the
Langston Chapel Middle
School Tip-Off Tournament.

On The Air

Tranactions

NBA Leaders

Hodges-Hite. “I just started out
running a little bit and added
on.”

And on and on. Hodges-
Hite runs 4-5 marathons a year
but said she went “berserk” one
year, running eight.

Hodges-Hite is not one of
those plodders who just want to
finish the race.

“I’ve always been competi-
tive,” she said. “If I was running

and saw some young girls run-
ning on the sidewalk, I couldn’t
stand it unless I could get past
them.”

Injuries over the last 3-4
years have cut into her race
schedule. She enters the 50-
miler with questions lingering
about a hip injury. She started
running just two weeks before
her last marathon in early
September and was only able to

finish half the race.
“I knew I was not ready but

had already signed up and had
plane tickets,” Hodges-Hite
said.

As usual, Hodges-Hite has
been adding on mileage and on
her latest long run logged 22
miles. She’s been tapering for
the last week, alternating daily
between running 7-8 miles and
walking 3-5 miles.

If one wanted Hodges-Hite
to sum up her running philoso-
phy, here’s how she would put
it.

“If running is fun, more run-
ning should be more fun,” she
said. “My coach Benji Durden
told me one day that we weren’t
going to do hard work outs, just
run 30 minutes. I told him I’m
just getting started at 30 min-
utes.”

HODGES-HITE From Page 1B

“This is a big deal,” said
Waterman. “It’s a honor. I’ve
worked really hard, and I hope
that it paid off.”

Eagle coach Rusty Cram
said his squad in anxious to
see where it stands. Florida
State will be a good measur-
ing stick.

“We are going through the
preseason woes right now,”

said Cram. “They are ready to
see somebody besides them-
selves in practice everyday.
Florida State is as big an open-
ing game as anyone since I’ve
been here. They are a very
solid team, and a lot of ques-
tions are going to be
answered.”

Tonight also begins a 14-
game road swing for the

Eagles, who won’t have their
home opener until Jan. 7.

“It’s looks like a long path
ahead of us, but it should be
fun,” said Waterman.

As of Thursday, two seniors
and three sophomores are
slated to start. None of the five
freshmen have worked their
way into the starting lineup
yet, but they should help carry

the load early.
“I think the freshman will

help us out immediately,” said
Newton. “The sophomores -
what can I say — they did a
good job last year. Everybody
just has to get it together
now.”

Alex Pellegrino can be
reached at 489-9413.

WOMEN From Page 1B

field as a starter,” said senior
quarterback David Cone. “I
don’t intend to go out a
loser.”

For offensive lineman
Brennan Palmer, Womack Field
really is home.

“I’ve never lost here,” he said.
Palmer transferred to Vidalia
for his junior year, but came
back to Statesboro for his senior
season.

Pennington hopes not to get

caught in the hype of a “final”
game.

“I really haven’t put a lot of
emphasis on it,” he said,
“although I have thought about
it. I don’t really talk about it
because of that word, L-A-S-T.
If we harp on it being the last
game, that can have an impact
on their focus.”

And Statesboro needs to be
focused. Southwest DeKalb
defeated No. 2 seed Tucker in

the first round of the playoffs,
17-2, and beat Rockdale last
week, 10-6. The No. 4-seeded
Panthers are using their speed
on offense and defense to make
believers out of their oppo-
nents.

For the defense, a key will be
wrapping up the speedy backs
the Panthers will deploy out of a
variety of formations.

“First of all, we have to catch
them,” said defensive backs

coach Todd Gilchrist. “They’re
very dangerous, and they have
got a lot of guys who are ath-
letes. That has to concern our
entire defense.”

And on offense, the Blue
Devils will do their best to con-
trol the clock and wear down
the Panthers with their power
wishbone attack.

Sports editor Bobby Mathews
can be reached at 489-9408.

SHS From Page 1B

going to take it one week at a
time.”

The first goal is immediate,
finding a way to beat the 12-0
Wildcats.

“Are we considered an
underdog?,” said Morgan.
“Does a one-legged duck swim
in a circle? Flint is undefeated.
They are at home. Their closest
margin of victory was 22
points.”

In last week’s quarterfinals,
the Wildcats steamrolled Trinity
Christian 42-7. In comparison,
the Gators beat the Crusaders
28-14 in Week 8.

But, according to Morgan,
the Wildcats haven’t had to

fight to win a game and that’s
something his scrappy Gators
have become good at.

“They (Flint River) don’t
know how to play a close
game,” he said. “They’ve never
had to play four quarters.
They’ve never had to dig down
deep. We know what all of that
feels like.

“There’s no team on Flint’s
schedule that’s still playing foot-
ball,” continued Morgan. “We
have two losses and one tie. All
three of those teams are still
playing in their respective clas-
sifications. Robert Toombs is
playing in the Class A state
championship Friday night

while Pinewood and Tiftarea
will meet in the other Class AA
semifinal game.”

One of the reasons why the
Gators are still playing  is the
drive, hard work and leadership
of its seniors. Thomas Rushing,
Patrick Tresey, Drew Hickman,
Harry Collins, Ben Stubbs,
Andy Lee, Matthew Mallard,
Travis Jeffers, Morgan
Quattlebaum, John Eastham
and Cates Herrington have all
had a hand in helping Bulloch
achieve this season.

“In my 12 years of coaching,
this year’s seniors have been
better leaders than any I’ve ever
had,” said Morgan. “They all

have different qualities and
strengths and they have used
them accordingly.”

Likewise, some of his
younger players have stepped
up to fill positions.

“I’ve been very happy with
the way our younger guys have
come on,” said Morgan. “Ethan
Lovett stepped in and did a
super job last week for us at a
defensive back spot. Jordan
Walker, Ben Newton and Mark
Rocker have all been playing
well.

“All of the kids are jacked
about Friday night,” added
Morgan. “They know that one
more win and we’ll be dancing.”
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regional. Georgia Southern
faces its second Big 12 foe this
season tonight when they travel
to Kansas State for an 8 p.m.
game.

It will be the season opener
for Kansas State, which finished
at 17-12 and 6-10 in the league
last year.

The Eagles have spent this
week honing in on defense, an
area they felt like they needed to
improve in after last week’s
games. Georgia Southern’s zone

was affective in giving Bob
Knight’s team a fit, and the two
team’s were tied at the half.

The Eagles struggled to find
the basket in the second half,

but they were excited to see
Knight sweat a little bit.

“It was cool that at one point
we concerned him enough for
him to call a time out and draw
up an adjustment,” said assis-
tant coach Tom Spencer.

Georgia Southern’s players
and coaches were both thrilled
to have the opportunity to face
the legendary Knight.

“It was exciting just to play
and see him on the sidelines,”
said Nesbitt.

Said Spencer,“Growing up in
Indiana, he’s always been an
idol of mine. I never imagined
I’d be coaching against him. It
was a thrill just to look down
the bench and see him.”

The Eagles return home
Tuesday, Nov. 22 for their home
opener with Mercer. Game time
is 7:30 p.m.

Alex Pellegrino can be reached
at 489-9413.
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What’s Next
➤GSU men at Kansas State
➤Tonight, 8 p.m.
➤Manhattan, Kansas
➤Radio: WZBX 106.5 FM

NCAA Basketball

Tar Heels unfazed by
preseason poll slight
By AARON BEARD
AP Sports Writer

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. —
Quentin Thomas tried not to
think about where North
Carolina would be ranked
coming off an NCAA champi-
onship and the remarkable
postseason exodus that fol-
lowed.

‘‘I didn’t know where we’d
be,’’ the sophomore point
guard said, ‘‘but I knew we
wouldn’t be that high.’’

In fact, his team wasn’t
ranked at all.

For the first time in 17
years, a defending national
champion is starting its season
unranked. But ask around the
Smith Center and you won’t
find anyone all that upset or
surprised — between cutting
down the nets in St. Louis and
starting this season in Chapel
Hill, the Tar Heels lost their
top seven scorers, with four
underclassmen leaving for the
NBA.

And while those remaining
say the rankings don’t matter
much, they mention the snub
as motivation for a youth-
laden team aiming to prove
voters wrong.

‘‘We already knew that they
were going to kind of be writ-
ing us off,’’ junior Reyshawn
Terry said. ‘‘I definitely feel like
we’re going to shock a whole
lot of teams.’’

The voters who refused to
give North Carolina even a
courtesy No. 25 ranking

apparently were unimpressed
by a team that will rely heavily
on a talented freshman class
and role players who filled in
the gaps between last year’s
stars — including Sean May
and Raymond Felton, who are
starting professional careers
down the road in Charlotte for
the NBA’s Bobcats.

The Tar Heels are instead
listed among ‘‘others receiving
votes,’’ along with Bucknell,
Harvard and even Charlotte,
an Atlantic 10 team that placed
just ahead of North Carolina
among the also-rans.

The Tar Heels are the first
defending national champion
to start the next season
unranked since Kansas in
1988-89. During that span, the
defending champion was
ranked No. 1 seven times, with
Maryland’s No. 12 ranking in
2002-03 marking the only time
the champ was outside the top
10.

And North Carolina’s previ-
ous title teams didn’t just enter
the next season with a ranking,
but with acclaim from voters
that they remained one of the
best teams in the country. The
Tar Heels were ranked No. 1 in
the preseason following their
1957 and 1993 titles, and No. 3
following the ’82 champi-
onship.

Not that coach Roy
Williams — the assistant from
North Carolina who took over
at Kansas following the
Jayhawks’ 1988 title — cares
about any of that.
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